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wilderspin
GARAGE LTD

A local family-run business

FREE
USE OF  

COURTESY CARS

FREE
COLLECTION AND  
DELIVERY SERVICE

AIR  
CONDITIONING 

SERVICING

M
OTOR

HOM
E SERVICING -  

M
OT'S &

 HABITATION CHECKS  

ALL DONE ON SITE

OAKTREE ROAD | FEN DRAYTON | CB24 4SS
Tel: 01954 230273 | Email: wilderspingarageltd@gmail.com

www.wilderspin-garage.co.uk

SERVICING & REPAIRS
EXHAUSTS | BATTERIES | TYRES | CLUTCHES | BRAKES | TIMING BELTS

M.O.T. TESTING CENTRE
CLASSES 4,5 & 7 | MOTOR HOMES | MINI BUSES 

CARS | VANS | LIGHT COMMERCIAL

bannold.co.uk
01954 231666  |  email: supplies@bannold.co.uk

Capability Barns, Huntingdon Rd, Fen Drayton, cambs CB24 4SD

Visit our truly
stunning display gardens

SPECIALISTS IN NATURAL HARD
– LANDSCAPING MATERIALS –
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From all at The Journal we hope you enjoy this edition

Officially	the	last	month	of	Autumn,	the	name	November	is	from	the	ancient	
Roman	calendar	when	it	was	the	ninth	month	and	was	called	‘novem’	in	Latin.							
An	interesting	fact	about	November	is	that	throughout	the	37	plays	and	154	
sonnets	written	by	Shakespeare	he	doesn’t	make	any	reference	to	November!

The	fifth	of	the	month	will	see	fireworks	on	both	sides	of	the	Atlantic.	As	we	
celebrate	Guy	Fawkes’	night	here	the	Americans	go	the	polls	to	elect	their	next	
president.	If	you	want	to	keep	your	head	down,	we	have	some	fascinating	articles	
in	The	Journal	this	month	to	keep	you	distracted.		Don’t	miss	The	letter	from	the	
Home	Front	in	this	month	of	remembrance	or	thoughts	on	Gaudi’s	cathedral	in	
Barcelona.

If	you	have	a	story	to	share	please	do	get	in	touch	we	would	love	to	hear	it.	

Oct	2024
27 Open Day, Atticus House, Hilton,    
 Poppy Appeal 

Nov	2024
03 Coffee and Cake in aid of Crohn’s and   
 Colitis UK, Methodist Church 
09 Hilton Fireworks   
09 Christmas Craft Fair, Community Café,   
 Village Hall
16  November Fayre, URC  
16  Calendar Girls Launch Party,    
 Prince of Wales 
27 Christmas Wreath Workshop,    
 Primary School
27 Meet your Neighbourhood Policing   
 Team, online
30 Christmas Fayre, Parish Church 
30 Mulled Wine evening for    
 Church Restoration Fund,            
 contact Ian Hucklesby    
                    
Dec	2024
01 Christmas Lights, outside Three Tuns 
03 Meet your Neighbourhood Policing   
 Team, online  Fenstanton/Hilton 
06 Christmas Lights, Clock Tower 
06-08 Christmas Tree Festival, URC  
07  Seasonal Sing-Along, Village Hall 
13 Winter Fair, Primary School 
14 Swavesey Community Choir,    
 Community Café 
21 Christmas Crunch (crafts and    
 lunch) for children,  Church Centre
26 Fenstanton Morris, Clock Tower

Feb	2025
08  Comedy Night with Jubado’s  

If you have an event coming up that you would 
like to have listed on this page please send the 
details to Anne at fenstanton@thejournal.life

Events at a Glance
Fen	Drayton		Fenstanton		Hilton

Auction Sales  
& Valuations

Valuation, collection and auction of 
 individual items, through to complete  
property and commercial clearances.

SALE ENTRIES INVITED
Friday, Saturday & Monday  
between 8.30am and 5pm

75 New Street, St Neots PE19 1AJ
01480 474 550
sn@peacockauction.co.uk
peacockauction.co.uk

FENSTANTON UNITED 
REFORMED CHURCH

Chequer Street

 NOVEMBER 
FAYRE
SATURDAY

16th NOVEMBER
10.00am -1.00pm

BOOKS, PUZZLES,
BRIC-A-BRAC, RAFFLE,

GIFTS, CRAFTS
AND LOTS MORE

The last month of
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H Hilton Coffee Mornings 
Coffee mornings in aid of EACH          

(East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices) 

       

 on the first Saturday of each month. 

 

2 November  10:00am to 12:00 noon 
7 December  10:00am to 12:00 noon 

 
Hope you will be able to join us! 

 

are held in 
the Hilton 
Methodist 

Schoolroom 

 

The	Hilton	Feast	Week	Committee	has	been	hard	at	work	planning	
the	fundraising	schedule	for	Feast	Week	2025.	It’s	shaping	up	to	be	an	
exciting	year!	Be	sure	to	mark	these	dates	in	your	calendars,	and	keep	an	eye	out	for	more	
details	here	in	The	Journal,	on	social	media,	and	on	the	village	noticeboards	as	the	events	
draw	nearer.

 • Comedy Night with Jubado’s – Saturday, 08 February 2025

 • Quiz Night – Saturday, 22 March 2025
 • Family Egg Hunt – Saturday, 19 April 2025
 • Murder Mystery Evening with Strictly Murder – Saturday, 10 May 2025

And	most	importantly,	don’t	forget	to	save	the	dates	for	Feast	Week	2025:

Saturday,	27	July	–	Sunday,	02	August	2025
We are looking forward to supporting Hilton Parish Council at the fireworks display on 
Saturday 09 November 2024 with our BBQ and refreshments stall. You will find us on The 
Wilderness, as usual, selling hot dogs, mulled wine, hot chocolate, drinks and snacks as well  
as an assortment of light up toys. It is always a fantastic event and a pleasure to be asked to 
run the stall.
We would also like to invite you to join us for our AGM at 8pm on Wednesday, 27 November 
2024, at The Prince of Wales, Hilton.

Hilton Feast Week 2024
It isn’t long now until Feast Week begins on Sunday 21st July.  Below you can see 
all the activities on offer during the week.  You can find more information in our 
full programme found online at www.feastweek.co.uk.

Hilton Feast Week

Serving the community 
for over 20 years.

EyeSpecs

EyeSpecs

Why are you paying so much for your Glasses?

will save you up to £200
on High Street prices!

◆ Exclusive frame ranges and designer names
◆ 40 years’ophthalmic manufacturing experience
◆ Sunglasses and sports eyewear
◆ Modern and comfortable dispensing suite

25 Edison Road
St. Ives
Cambs
PE27 3LF
info@eyespecsuk.com
www.eyespecsuk.com

Open Monday to Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-1 (by appointment)

PARKING AVAILABLE

10%extra discounton your lenseswith thisadvert

Tel: 01480 499606

Call us
now or
drop in
today!



8 9

�������������
�������������
�������������

 

Get your Christmas shoppinG started… 

offerinG Christmas Gifts, a Wide ranGe of 

handCrafted Goodies & stoCkinG fillers 

tombola & raffle 

tea, Coffee, Cake & minCe pies 

father Christmas Will also be puttinG in 
an appearanCe durinG the afternoon 

Entry : Adults £1.00, Children FREE 

Do you love 
coffee and cake?? 
On	Sunday	3rd	November	from	1–4pm	at	
the	Hilton	Methodist	Church,	Potton	Road,	
Hilton,	Elly	Norman	will	be	raising	funds	and	
awareness	for	Crohn’s	and	Colitis	UK.	This	can	
be	an	incredibly	debilitating	condition	and	she	
should	know,	as	she	is	a	sufferer!!

Everyone is welcome, she will cater for Gluten 
free, dairy free diets as she has to follow these 
herself. She is happy to answer any questions 
and talk about how we deal with this condition 
on a daily basis.

Scan	me	for	
more	information!

It	seems	only	five	minutes	ago	that	the	allotments	were	
beginning	to	show	new	shoots	of	growth	and	now	we	have	
almost	finished	harvesting	the	summer	fruit	and	vegetables	and	are	starting	to	clear	away	
the	remnants	of	these	crops.	Now	is	the	time	to	prepare	overwintering	of	the	beds	with	
mulch	and	cardboard	or	fleece,	whilst	keeping	an	eye	on	winter	crops	such	as	parsnips,	
brussels,	cabbage,	kale	and	leeks.
It has been a very good growing season, despite the weather and the various slugs and snails, 
and many plot holders have had a bumper crop of tomatoes. Even green tomatoes can be 
made into chutney.
We had a children’s competition to grow the tallest sunflower during the summer and the 
winners were Finley and Jacob Taylor with a sunflower measuring 205cm.  Well done! The prize 
was mini gardening tools to encourage them to grow an even taller sunflower next year.
We also have a competition for the biggest pumpkin, with the measuring taking place on 13 
October.  Watch this space to see who won!  The competition this year has been quite fierce 
with rumours of sabotage!
Thank	you	again	to	the	Parish	Council	for	their	continued	support.
If	you	are	interested	in	having	a	plot,	please	contact	the	secretary	at	
secretary.fgaa@btinternet.com	to	go	on	to	our	waiting	list.

Fenstanton Glebe 
Allotment Association 
Autumn Newsletter

Village News
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FENSTANTON UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

CHRISTMAS TREE 
FESTIVAL
Friday 6 Dec       2:00pm - 4:00pm
Saturday 7 Dec  10:00am - 5:00am
Sunday 8 Dec     11:00am - 2:00pm
Donations at the door for
Local charities/church
 Our Christmas Tree Festival will be on  
Friday 6 December, Saturday 7 December 
and Sunday 8 December.  If you would 
like to enter a decorated tree into this, 
please let me know.
Any shape, size or theme.
Jean Ding - jeanelizabethding@gmail.com

We	will	be	doing	the	usual	door-to-door	collection	again	this	year	for	the	Royal	British		
Legion	Poppy	Appeal.	

Several of our long-term collectors are now unable to help, so if this is something you would 
like to be involved with, please contact me! Everything you need is provided, and should take 
a maximum of an hour or two, depending on which “route” you’re able to do. 

Money collected is used to help members of the Royal Navy, British Army, Royal Air Force, 
veterans and their families, supporting serving and ex-serving personnel (for more information 
see www.britishlegion.org.uk).

We start door-to-door collections on 24 October and, as usual, hope to have boxes in our local 
businesses as well. For more information, my email is gonecompletelybonkers@gmail.com

Thank	you!	Jo	Hitchins	(Poppy	Appeal	Organiser,	Fen	Drayton)

We need help for the
Fen Drayton Poppy Appeal

Plans are 
already underwayVILLAGE

Fun Day

The

The Fenstanton Big Village Fun Day team are already working hard 
towards next year’s event.  Save Saturday	05	July	2025 for another family 
orientated day of fun on the school playing field.  A new feature for next 
year will be a novelty dog show and all dogs will be welcome at the 
event.  Kara from the Fairy Dog Mother parlour will be our judge, as she 
has been involved with a number of other similar competitions. 

The team have been given permission by the school for dogs to be 
allowed at the event on the express understanding that no dog 
mess is left on the field. Bins and bags will be provided and they 
are confident that all owners will act responsibly.

The Craft and Produce Show will also be given a boost with 
new categories introduced.  Categories will be published 
immediately in the New Year.
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Hilton’s	Advent	Lunches	will	start	on	Wednesday	
27	November	and	will	continue	every	
Wednesday	until	18	December.
 This year, the chosen charity is the Huntingdon 
and Godmanchester Youth Café.  The café 
started two years ago as part of the warm 
spaces initiative, when it was realised that many 
secondary schoolchildren were cycling past 
Huntingdon Methodist Church on their way home 
after school.
The Church decided that it could and should 
offer a safe, welcoming and warm space between 
school and home.  The venture now draws 
over 50 children weekly into the Church’s new 
extension, where they can just sit and chat or play 
games whilst enjoying cakes and hot chocolate 
or milk shakes in the summer.  See list of date on 
page 14.

Hilton Advent Lunches

We	would	like	to	thank	those	of	you	who	
have	kindly	donated	to	our	Macmillan	
Coffee	Morning	at	the	end	of	September.
We are still collecting and are pleased to 
inform you that we have already raised 
over £500.  If anyone would still like to 
donate, please do drop your donation 
through the door at 16, Scotts Close, 
Hilton.
Thank	you	for	your	kind	generosity														
as	always!”

Peter	Blake
It is with huge sadness that we are letting 
you know that Peter Blake sadly died on 4 
October 2024.
Peter loved living in and contributing to 
Hilton village life, being part of this special 
community, and made lots of friends over  
the decades.
His family would like to thank you for all the 
cards, kind words, and loving support they 
have received from you.
Rosemary, Alison and Chris

Hilton 
Coffee Morning

It is with sorrow that Julie and Margaret wish to record the sad passing of Peter Blake.

Following his retirement from the Royal Air Force, for many years Peter was a Poppy 
Appeal Collector in Hilton in support of the Royal British Legion for which we offer our 
profound thanks.

The village will also remember with gratitude the years when he and Rosemary 
supported the MacMillan charity with their autumn Coffee Mornings.

On behalf of the Legion and ourselves we offer our deepest sympathy to Rosemary 
and her family at this sad and difficult time.

The Remembrance Sunday service was also important to Peter so may we remind 
everyone that it will take place at the Lychgate on Sunday November 10th at 10:45am

Hilton Royal 
British Legion
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Hilton Churches’ 
Advent Lunches

In Aid of Huntingdon and 
Godmanchester After School Café
Do come and join us for a light lunch

between 12:30 and 2:00pm.

Wednesday,	November	27th.	
Wistow,	The	Green

by kind invitation of Claire 
and Nick Sarkies.

 
Wednesday,	December	4th.	

20,	Chequers	Croft
by kind invitation of Christina 

and Steven Sheppard.
 

Wednesday,	December	11th.	
Abbotsmede,	Chapel	Close
by kind invitation of Linda 

and Ian Stott.
 

Wednesday,	December	18th.	
7,	Chequers	Croft

by kind invitation of Heather 
and Ian Woods.

 Suggested	donation	-	£5:00	or	more

Specialists in all contract floor coverings

SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF:
I QUALITY CARPETS   I CARPET TILES
I VINYLAYS     I SAFETY FLOORING
I CORK TILES     I LINO
I FLOOR SCREEDS/LATEXING
I REPAIR AND RELAYING

Tel: 01480 831886
Mob: 07970 256237

MEASURING, ESTIMATING AND EXPERT 
ADVICE WITHOUT OBLIGATION
PROMPT, FRIENDLY SERVICE
HOME SELECTION SERVICE

FOR ALL CONTRACT & DOMESTIC INSTALLATIONS

CARPET CLEANING SERVICE
USING THE HOST DRY EXTRACTION SYSTEM

Email: rdbflooring@lineone.net
wwwrdbflooring.co.uk
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Sustainability at its core
At Lakeside, sustainability is a priority. Every home is equipped with solar panels 
and electrical car charging points, allowing you to enjoy a greener lifestyle and 
lower energy bills. The homes are built using Modern Method of Construction 
(MMC), and will benefit from increased insulation, and air source heat pumps, 
with the aim of achieving an energy rating of SAP A. Our commitment to  
eco-friendly living ensures that your home is as kind to the environment as it 
is to you. 

To register your interest:
Call: 01234 674070
Visit: domovohomes.co.uk 
Teal Close, Fen Drayton, Cambridge, CB24 4AQ

A COLLECTION OF 2 AND 3-BEDROOM HOMES AVAILABLE 
WITH SHARED OWNERSHIP.
FROM £88,500 FOR A 30% SHARE* 

YOUR DREAM HOME IN FEN DRAYTON

*Initial shares of 10% of our properties are available, 
you will pay a subsidised rent on the remaining 
share. Shares offered on the homes are based on 
affordability. In the future you can purchase further 
shares in your home up to 80%, or sell your share and 
move on. Applicants must have a local connection to 
Fen Drayton to be considered for these homes.
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Updates from Clare Tevlin, 
your District Councillor

District News
For Fenstanton and Hilton

Award-winning	village	store
Family	run	convenience	store,	trading	since	1988

For all your household needs. Fresh bread, milk, fruit and 
vegetables plus and extensive wine and beer selection. 

Wide range of frozen goods and ready meals.  
Newspapers and lottery cards.

Opening	hours
Monday to Friday   07.00 - 21.00

Saturday   08.00 - 21.00
Sunday   08.00 - 17.00

16 High Street, Fenstanton PE29 9JZ
01480 466225

          ashsshopfenstanton

Local	Plan:
Huntingdonshire	District	Council	(HDC)	is	
calling	on	the	community	to	participate	
in	the	Local	Plan	Engagement	2024	-	a	
crucial	consultation	process,	running	until	
27	November,	that	will	shape	the	future	of	
Huntingdonshire.

HDC is seeking feedback on several key 
documents that are essential to the plan-
making process. These include:

•  Further Options and Issues Paper 2024: 
This document outlines various options 
for addressing a series of important issues 
facing the district.

•  Land Availability Assessments: An 
assessment of sites that were submitted 
to the council that could be suitable for 
development.

•  Sustainability Appraisals: An analysis of 
site proposals and options based on their 
economic, environmental, and social 
impact.

Feedback must be submitted through 
the consultation portal to be formally 
considered in the local plan process. Head 
to: https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/
planning/local-plan-update

Flooding:
There has been significant amount of 
flooding across the District this autumn. You 
can find the latest flood alert information 
here: https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/
environmental-issues/flooding/ and: https://
www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/news/flood-
warnings-and-alerts/ 

The Environment Agency (EA) has a useful 
presentation on the River Great Ouse Sluices 
(impacting flood risk mitigation), see: https://

youtube/6NiUlpZK
fRI?si=r5lzVjJWEIG
Yf-5Q - River Great 
Ouse: Sluice Fact 
v Sluice Fiction. 
You can also find 
the latest update on the St Ives Brownhill 
Staunch Sluices here: https://consult.
environment-agency.gov.uk/east-anglia-c-e/
st-ives-and-brownshill-staunch-sluices-
information/  Commenting on the state of 
the Staunch Sluices, the EA has said: “The 
future of these structures is challenging and 
we are actively working to identify a long-
term approach and available funding for the 
two structures, considering their primary 
purpose.”

Cambridgeshire	and	
Peterborough	Combined	
Authority	(CPCA)	Bus	Franchising	
consultation:
The CPCA recognises how important buses 
are to our communities and wants to 
address the current challenges, including the 
performance of local bus services. Under a 
franchised network, the Combined Authority 
would contract private bus operators to 
run services on its behalf but have control 
over the routes, frequency, fares and overall 
standards of the region’s buses. 

Now is the time for Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough to review how its buses are 
operated, to improve services for all. The 
bus franchising consultation runs until 
Wednesday 20 November 2024. Your views 
matter, so please get involved and have your 
say – head to  https://cpca-yourvoice.co.uk/
bus-franchising-consultation/

Do	you	have	any	queries	or	questions?	
You	can	contact	me	by:	clare.tevlin@
huntingdonshire.gov.uk	or	07565350014.
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Christmas Party Bookings
Available 27th Nov - 22nd Dec from Wednesday to Sunday with bookings up to 44 guest

Please find our Christmas Menu on our Website and Facebook page 

Carol Concert
Thursday 19th Dec at 7pm, all welcome, no booking required

Quiz Night
Thursday 12th DecThursday 14th Nov Thursday 24th Oct 

£2 entry per person - teams of 6 people max - begins 8pm

Christmas & New Year Opening Hours
RestaurantBar  
12:00 - 14:00 | 17:30 - 20:3012:00 - 22:00  Monday 23rd December
12:00 - 16:0012:00 - 23:00  Christmas Eve
ClosedTBCChristmas Day
12:00 - 16:0012:00 - 18:00  Boxing Day
12:00 - 14:00 | 17:30 - 21:0012:00 - 23:00  Friday 27th December
12:00 - 14:00 | 17:30 - 21:0012:00 - 23:00  Saturday 28th December
12:00 - 17:0012:00 - 22:00Sunday 29th December
ClosedClosed  Monday 30th December

12:00 - 20:0012:00 - 01:00  New Year's Eve
12:00 - 15:0012:00 - 21:00  New Year's Day

Open as normal from Thursday 2nd January 2025
Restaurant Closed Monday 6th - Tuesday 14th January 2025

THE DUCHESS
freehouse & restaurant

TheDuchess.Bookings@gmail.com01480 350-859www.TheDuchessFenstanton.co.uk 

* Merry Christmas from us all *

Fenstanton 
Morris

are recruiting for dancers 
and musicians now!

If you enjoy music, dancing 
and having fun, come and   
give it a try at one of our 

sessions in October.

The team practise from October 
until the end of April on 

Monday evenings (7.45pm) at 
the Church Centre, School Lane, 
(off Chequer Street) Fenstanton, 

Huntingdon PE28 9JR.

For further details contact 
Fenstantonbag@gmail.com
Or visit our Facebook page

@Fenstanton Morris

Professional.	Reliable.	Insured
	House	Moves	
	Man	in	a	van	services	
	Multiple	vans	available	
	Competitive	prices	
	Long	distance	Moves
	5	star	reviews
	No	obligation	quote	

07526	070877
lnr.removalsltd@outlook.com

01223 904129
cambridgesunblinds.co.uk

3For 2
on in-house 

blinds
T&C’s apply
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Step into the Past

A letter from the home front By Malcolm Lynn

In	the	early	years	of	the	last	century,	most	people	kept	in	
touch	by	letter	and	postcards,	as	only	very	rich	people	had	
telephones.		Some	of	the	letters	and	postcards	which	were	
sent	by	members	of	my	family	in	the	early	years	of	the	20th	
Century	have	survived	and	I	would	like	to	share	this	one,	
which	was	written	in	1916,	during	the	First	World	War.
The letter-writer, Ethel Walker, was living in Manchester 
and the recipients were in a small village in north 
Nottinghamshire.  In this letter, Ethel describes some of 
the effects of the war on everyday life in Manchester and 
also some of the experiences of her brother, Erny, who has 
returned home from the front line in France.
Transcript of a letter, (original opposite) from Ethel Walker 
(my grandmother’s cousin), to my great-grandmother and 
her daughters, Mary and Emily Walker.  Ethel, Mary and 
Emily were all in their mid-20s when the letter was written.  

Note from the publisher 
For advertising opportunities please email info@
thejournal.life. Space is booked on a yearly subscription 
basis and runs from September 24 until August 25. 

Priority will always be given to local businesses. The 
Journal takes no responsibility for the standard of goods 
or services provided and accepts no liability on any loss or 
damage from acceptance of any advertisers.

For Harvest 
Festival services
See pages 4,6, 19 and 33

Hilton ladies 
bare all
See page 10

You are 
what you eat
On page 55

A special pilgrimage
On page 26

October 2024

The

Fen Drayton  I  Fenstanton  I  Hilton

www.thejournal.life

Manchester
Sunday, 31 December 1916 

My dear Aunt & Cousins,
Thank you very much for your kind letter, I am glad things are a little more settled now for you.  It is 
so long since I wrote to you I am afraid it will almost give you a shock to have a letter from me. (Now, 
Emily were you smiling?).  Eva (Ethel’s sister) has gone to spend the week end with a friend of hers 
at Bradford, so there are only three of us at home.  We had a very quiet Christmas, as neither of the 
boys were home.  Arthur intended coming home but we received a wire from him on Xmas Eve that 
some munition machinery had broken down & he would have to go & attend to it.
You will probably be surprised to hear we have had Erny (brother) home for 10 days.  He had been 
back in France fourteen months again after being wounded before, & had been 3 months on the 
Somme, when, after helping to capture the village of Flers, he when [sic] off altogether & collapsed; 
he was very ill I believe & had to be tied & bound to a stretcher & was taken to a field hospital, then 
to the base, & next to Boulogne, where he was well looked after.  Then the doctor said he must 
return to England.  So he was sent to a private hospital in Sussex (one of Lord Brassey’s Houses) 
where he stayed two months.  One night while there (he told us) he thought in his sleep he was 
in a bombing raid, & got up shouting “Over the top, boys” & jumped on the man in the next bed & 
knocked him about dreadfully.  Of course he didn’t know until the next morning when everybody 
chaffed him about it.  It seems he had too much to do on the Somme, he was the only officer in the 
platoon for two months.
We were glad to see him again; he arrived on the night of a Zeppelin scare & about 7 o’clock I lighted 
the hall lamp & put the other lights on at full & said I didn’t care what the police said, as I was going 
to have a bright house and welcome Erny home.  Anyhow about 9 o’clock the lights began to go low 
& by the time Erny arrived we had only candles.  Of course the Zepps did not come, but the lights 
went off in case they did arrive.
It is very dark in the streets here now & the shops close at 8 o’clock, but of course we make the best 
of it.
Erny had a great many tales to tell us; he was in the village of Guillemont when the “Tanks” were first 
used.  The men had orders to attack the Germans in the main street; they took half of the street, & 
paused; the other half was bristling with German machine guns & the houses were like forts pouring 
out shells all the time.  Then the men got orders to hold where they were, & up came a “tank”; Erny 
said the British were scared of it, never mind the huns; anyhow it went straight up the street, right 
through the houses and out the other side, meanwhile the huns flew in every direction, & hundreds 
of our Tommies lives were saved.
I don’t know whether I am boring you with this news but I could write all night about his adventures, 
so perhaps I had better conclude.  It does seem a long time since I saw any of you but hope we shall 
meet again before very long, and trust this coming year will bring you more happiness than 1916.
I am,
Your loving niece & cousin
Ethel Walker
PS Erny is now in Camp in England & may go to France any day.
PS Your prayers for him, I am sure have been answered; it seems to us as if he had been plucked not 
once but many times from the jaws of death.
PS Mother and Father send their love & they hope you will come at the first opportunity you have.

(Readers may be interested to know that Emy Walker survived the war and married in 1923.  Emy died in 1939)
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TELEVISION
MOBILE SERVICE

CHECK REPAIR COSTS BEFORE
THROWING YOUR TV AWAY!

TELEVISION REPAIRS AND TUNING

INSTALL AND DEMONSTRATION OF SMART TV

CATCH UP INCLUDING BBC IPLAYER & ITV HUB

WALL MOUNTS & BRACKETS - SUPPLY & FIT

AERIALS - SUPPLY & FIT

AERIAL POINT EXTENSIONS

CALL JOHN FABISZ
07887 887319

Email: john.fabisz@sky.com 

www.denisejacksoninteriors.co.uk
3 Long Furlong, Over, CB24 5PG

01954 200070 07910 507514
denise@denisejacksoninteriors.co.uk

I hand sew beautiful, bespoke curtains, roman blinds and soft
furnishings that are designed to meet your individual needs.

I'm able to supply a lovely range of quality fabrics from leading
companies, or we can make use of fabric your may already have.

This also includes adapting existing window dressings, either for
a new space or to freshen up what you already have.

To complete your transformation, I have a range of tracks and poles
to supply and fit and final hanging and dressing are all part of
my service.

For friendly, helpful advice and to arrange a free initial consultation
in your home with a personal quotation, please get in touch:

Cambs Light 
Removals

For all your removal
needs

Telephone
01480 352220
07894 526863

cambslightremovals.com

Mobile Library service
Route	H9	–	2nd	Tuesday	In	The	Month
Fen Drayton 
Primary School                        2.30pm – 3.30pm
Fen Drayton 
War Memorial                  3.40pm – 4.10pm
...................................................................
Route	H11	–	2nd	Thursday	In	The	Month
Hilton Village Hall                   2.00pm – 2.40pm
Fenstanton Headlands         2.50pm – 3.40pm
Fenstanton Chapel Green   3.50pm – 4.20pm
...................................................................
Route	H25	–	4th	Thursday	In	The	Month
Fenstanton Chapel Green   9.30am – 10.00am
Fenstanton Headlands        10.10am – 10.45am
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Trains, Boats and Planes

Visiting	Sagrada	Família,	the	
iconic	cathedral	designed	by	
Antoni	Gaudí	in	Barcelona,	is	a	
mesmerising	experience	that	
combines	architecture,	history,	and	
spirituality.	The	basilica,	which	has	
been	under	construction	since	1882,	
is	one	of	the	most	extraordinary	
landmarks	in	the	world	and	a	UNESCO	
World	Heritage	site.	Even	though	
it	remains	unfinished,	the	Sagrada	
Família	draws	millions	of	visitors	
annually,	offering	them	a	unique	
blend	of	modernist	design,	religious	
symbolism,	and	artistic	ingenuity.

Arrival	and	first	impressions
As you approach the cathedral, its 
towering spires dominate the skyline, 
standing out against the backdrop of 
modern Barcelona. Gaudí’s vision of a 
“church for the poor” is immediately 
apparent in its scale and ambition. 
The cathedral is not just a building; 
it’s a visual narrative that unfolds as 
you explore it. The exterior façades 
are adorned with detailed sculptures 
and biblical scenes, drawing your 
eye to intricate elements even from                   
a distance.
The most prominent feature of the 
exterior is its three façades: the 
Nativity Façade, the Passion Façade, 
and the Glory Façade. The Nativity 
Façade, completed during Gaudí’s 

lifetime, celebrates the birth of Christ and is 
full of naturalistic detail, reflecting Gaudí’s 
deep love of nature. In contrast, the Passion 
Façade, designed after Gaudí’s death, depicts 
the suffering and crucifixion of Christ in a 
more austere, minimalist style. Each façade 
tells its own story, giving you a sense of the 
journey through Christ’s life.

Inside	the	basilica
Once inside, you are immediately struck by 
the soaring columns and the beautiful natural 

The eighth 
Wonder of 
the World  
by Nigel Ferrier

Felling/sectional felling
Crown reduction/thinning
Pollarding
Shaping
Hedge trimming
Stump grinding
Firewood for sale
Free quotation
All aspects of garden and tree work covered.
NPTC Quali�ed. Fully insured.

Tel: 01480 463674
Mob: 07876 521605

Email: hemingfordarb2016@gmail.comPROFESSIONAL TREE SURGEON

Continued overleaf
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light filtering through the stained glass 
windows. Gaudí’s inspiration from nature       
is evident in the tree-like columns that seem 
to reach up and branch out towards the 
ceiling, creating the impression of walking 
through a stone forest. The columns are      
not just structural but symbolic, with each 
one representing a different biblical figure    
or saint. The interior is a symphony of colour 
and light, thanks to the large, vibrant stained-

glass windows that flood the space with 
different hues depending on the time of day. 
In the morning, the windows on the eastern 
side bathe the interior in warm oranges and 
yellows, while the western windows bring 
in cool blues and greens in the afternoon. 
This play of light creates an ever-changing 
atmosphere inside the basilica, where you 
can sit and contemplate the interplay of 
colours and shapes.

Gaudí’s	vision	and	symbolism
Gaudí, who took over the project in 1883, 
was not just an architect but a visionary. His 
design for the Sagrada Família is a blend of 
Gothic and Art Nouveau styles, but what sets 
it apart is the rich symbolism infused in every 
detail. The layout of the basilica follows a 
Latin cross plan, with towering spires that 
represent the Twelve Apostles, the Virgin 
Mary, the Four Evangelists, and the tallest 
one in the center symbolising Jesus Christ. 
When completed, the central tower will rise 
172.5 meters, making it the tallest religious 
building in Europe.
The architectural details throughout the 
cathedral are imbued with religious meaning. 
For instance, the vaulted ceilings and 
hyperboloid shapes mimic the forms found 
in nature, which Gaudí believed were God’s 
creation. He used natural forms not only for 
aesthetic reasons but also as an expression of 
his deep faith. Walking through the Sagrada 
Família, you can see how his devotion is 
reflected in the very fabric of the building.

Climbing	the	towers
One of the highlights of visiting the cathedral 
is the opportunity to climb one of its towers, 

offering breathtaking views of Barcelona. 
You can either take an elevator or climb 
the narrow spiral staircase to the top. 
Once  there, the panoramic view reveals 
the sprawling city, with its mix of ancient 
and modern architecture framed by the 
Mediterranean Sea in the distance. The climb 
itself is an exhilarating experience, as the 
towers are intricately designed and filled with 
small windows that provide glimpses of the 
city below.

You	must	book
Visiting the cathedral is an unforgettable 
journey into the mind of one of the greatest 
architects in history. It’s a place where art, 
faith, and nature come together to create 
something truly extraordinary. Gaudí’s 
masterpiece, though still unfinished, stands 
as a testament to human creativity and 
devotion, leaving you in awe of its beauty 
and grandeur. Whether you’re an art lover, 
a history enthusiast, or simply someone 
seeking inspiration, the Sagrada Família is a 
must.  
However,	it	gets	as	can	imagine	very	
busy	and	advance	booking	is	a	must.	
You	can	book	your	visit	here	www.
sagradafamiliatickets.org

Trains, Boats and Planes
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BUILDING SERVICES 
& RESTORATION

◉ Property Maintenance
◉ All exterior and interior 
building work

◉ Lime mortar pointing
◉ Listed Building restoration
◉ Free Quotes

Call 01480 530923
or 07864 112590

Email: stormguardbuild@gmail.com

This September going into October, the RSPB 
Fen Drayton Lakes, the High Street, Daintrees 
Road area and the recreational ground have 
once again flooded. As you can see from the 
photographs taken at the time it is getting 
worse. People have reported that as other 
people walk past their houses water washes 
into their front room. Amazon delivery drivers 
couldn’t reach their destinations due to 
flooding. Council employees were unable to 
close valves for drains, because the water was 
too deep.

A flood in 2013 caused a seal to swim an 
estimated more than 50 miles along a flooded 
river to the RSPB Fen Drayton Lakes where 

it was filmed “hopping” into a lake. A man 
stated he thought it was a dog drowning, but 
he took a closer look which revealed it was 
in fact a seal. It was spotted five years later 
swimming down a river.
Three out of four sluice gates in St Ives are 
broken.  And, Bedford had to let their water 
out of their sluice gates because their gates 
couldn’t hold it anymore. 
The high street is often too deep on the grass 
for some welly boots and it is looking quite 
rainy for the rest of the coming weeks.

How	could	you	protect	your	house	from									
a	flood?
Firstly, to be prepared for the next flood, buy 
sand bags to put around the door, roughly 
four high, if you have stairs going up to the 
house five to six sand bags two wide at the 
front and one wide on the sides. Then if you 
have any plywood, build a box around the 
door and seal it. Every time it floods you 
can then put the box and sand bags down 
quickly. Be prepared to add stability to the 
wood so have 2”x 4” timbers going across to 
help it stay robust. That way you can pop it                    
in front of the door every year along with               
the sand bags.

Floods in 
Fen Drayton 
get worse

Images taken on the 02 October 2024
This article and photographs were contributed by Tate Hipwell (age 13).  Tate says, “If you need help getting 
shopping in or help getting items into the house or any other flood related issues, I’m happy to help and you 
can reach me on 07907 350961 or via hipwelltate.t@gmail.com.”

Fen Drayton 
volunteers needed!
My	name	is	Anne-Marie	and	I’m	
in	the	process	of	setting	up	a	new	
Neighbourhood	Watch	for	Fen	

Drayton,	with	the	help	and	support	of	
the	parish	council,	the	police	and	our	
area	Neighbourhood	Watch	contact.

Currently we have coordinators for 
Cootes Lane, Springhill Road/Oaktree 
Road, Daintrees Road/Park Lane and 
The Rosary/Church Street. I’m now 
looking for volunteers for all the other 
areas, especially Middleton Way and 

Mill Road. 

Being a NW coordinator only takes up 
a small amount of time and you would 
a valuable asset to your community. 
If you are interested or would like 
more information please drop me a 
message: amleech2000@gmail.com

Thank	you	in	advance.
Anne-Marie	Leech
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St	Mary’s	
Fen Drayton

St	Peter	and	St	Paul	
Fenstanton

	We	look	forward	to	welcoming	you!

There are two churches in our benefice: our Parish Church of St Peter & St Paul
in Fenstanton and our Chapel of Ease, St Mary’s, Fen Drayton

Both our churches look forward to welcoming you to any of our services. We hope to see you soon!
Please	note	-	services	held	in	St	Peter	&	St	Paul’s	Church,	Fenstanton	are	live	streamed	where	

possible,	details	via	https://www.fenchurchbooking.org.uk

NOVEMBER	2024	–	SERVICES	AND	EVENTS	
Saturday 2 11.00am Fenstanton Time to Remember Service (see paragraph)
     Followed by refreshments

Sunday 3  10.30am Fenstanton Holy Communion 

Thursday 7 8.30am on Zoom  Morning Prayer 

Friday 8  6.00pm-8.30pm  Youth Group, Fenstanton Church Centre

Sunday 10 9.15am Fen Drayton Holy Communion, St Mary’s  
Remembrance With 10.50am  Act of Remembrance, Fen Drayton War
Sunday     Memorial (see poster for details)
  
  10.40am Fenstanton  Outdoor Service for Remembrance Sunday,  
     including Act of Remembrance at Fenstanton 
     War Memorial (see poster for details)

Thursday 14 8.30am on Zoom  Morning Prayer 

Sunday 17 10.30am Fenstanton Holy Communion 
     with Sunday Club for children
  
  5.00pm Fenstanton Sung Evensong 

Thursday 21 8.30am on Zoom  Morning Prayer 

Sunday 24 9.15am Fen Drayton Morning Prayer

  10.30am Fenstanton Family Communion

Thursday 28 8.30am on Zoom  Morning Prayer 

Saturday 30  7.00pm   Mulled Wine Evening.
     Please contact Ian Hucklesby for more details

For	your	information: please note that the Parish Church, Fenstanton has a ramp for disabled 
access which can be deployed upon request. There is also a toilet, with disabled access, in the 
church.
St Mary’s has a small threshold that may be possible to navigate with a wheelchair. There are 
no toilet facilities, yet (on our list of things to do).
Although we have fixed pews in both churches there are plenty of spaces available for 
wheelchairs, prams and buggies. We will be happy to help you find a space if that helps you to 
feel welcome among us as we worship.  

Rector: Rev Rosie Tallowin: 01480 467393   email: vicar@fenchurches.org.uk
Assistant Curate: Rev Claire Brockelsby: 07769 106562   email: curate@fenchurches.org.uk
Churchwardens: Philip Blunt 07855 481697 and Ian Hucklesby 01480 465211

“Time	To	Remember”	Service	
on	Saturday	2	November	
at	11am, in the parish church, 
Fenstanton. This is a time when 
we can remember our loved ones 
who have died, whether recently 
or a time ago.  For some people 
remembering anniversaries or 
significant events is an important 
thing to do. Please do come along, 
bring some flowers if you would 
like, to leave in church. Come and 
light a candle in memory. Place a 
prayer on our memory tree (cards 
provided). Or just sit and take 
time to reflect during the service. 
Please stay for refreshments afterwards, if you can, and say hello. 

And the following week there will be services for Remembrance	Sunday,	10	November. As 
we have services in both Fenstanton and Fen	Drayton, please read the service details for the 
village where you wish to attend. This year both services will be led by a Church of England 
Minister.  The service in Fenstanton will be followed by refreshments served in the Church 
Centre, please do stay for a cuppa,  all welcome. 

And	finally,	advance	notice...
If you live in Fen Drayton.
During December, you might want to join in with us as we look for 
angels, in Fen Drayton village.  Where	will	you	find	an	angel?	  

...and	if	you	live	in	Fenstanton
We will be trying to find stars. Find out more in the 
next edition of The Journal.
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Z CARS
Private Hire

Airport Specialists
4-8 Seaters available

01480 462046
z.cars@outlook.com

www.airport-transfers-cambs.co.uk

Competitive prices 
on journeys

Please call for a quote

Services	in	November
3 November       10:00am    Ms. N. Pellatt

10 November       10:45am   United Remembrance Service at the Parish Church  

17 November       10:00am  Rev. Sue Baker-Maher 

24 November       10:00am  Mr. C. Webber

Minister:	Rev	Sue	Baker-Maher	email:	sue.bakermaher@methodist.org.uk	

Ever	felt	you	were	living	in	a	parallel	
universe?		As	I	write,	my	sister	has	been	on	
the	phone	asking	for	ideas	for	Christmas	
presents	and	the	shops	are	filling	with	
Christmas	paraphernalia	(she	always	gets	in	
first!).		The	nation’s	mind	seems	focussed	on	
the	pending	budget	alongside	the	contents	
of	Keir	Starmer’s	wardrobe.

At the same time, we have seen the first 
anniversary of Hamas’ atrocities on Israelis 
with many hostages still captive, and a year of 
Israeli retaliation (currently being investigated 
as genocide) now spreading to Syria and 
Lebanon.  Mentions of World War 3 are made 
and are not mad mutterings.  I wonder what 
the world will look like by the time you read 
this, just a few weeks on.

Most of us prefer to ignore what we can’t 
control or influence especially all the while 
we are not directly affected.  The AA mantra, 
adopted from the theologian, Niebuhr, comes 
to mind - calling for serenity in the face of that 
we cannot change, courage to change the 
things we can and the wisdom to know the 
difference.  

There is little we can, individually, do to 
influence the world stage.  But if you want 
serenity don’t ignore the little.  Remember 
the butterfly effect – the work of the 
mathematician Lorenz, otherwise known 
as Chaos Theory - demonstrating how 
something as small as the flapping of fragile 
wings in one part of the world contributes to 
the intensity and path of a tornado in another.

How each of us flaps 
our wings, how we 
live our lives, matters.  
The reality is that he 
world as we know it 
teeters on the edge 
of chaos in all sorts of 
ways right now.  

Courage is required 
if we are not to put 
heads in the sand, 
not to let ourselves 
be blinded by tinsel 
and twinkling lights. 

And whatever the effect, at the very least 
navigating our lives with integrity in light of 
our reality,, we might hope to hold on to our 
sanity and help those around us to do so too. 
May God, however, we understand her or him 
to be, grant us courage to speak and act for 
justice and peace for all peoples where we 
can in the weeks and months ahead.

 

You	can	contact	Revd.Sue	by	email:	sue.
bakermaher@methodist.org.uk	or	by		
phone:	07483	153948
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Hilton Parish Church

2024	Services
November
03   Led by Keith Cakebread
10    Revd Christine Davies - 09.30 service URC, 10.45     
 Remembrance Service at the Parish Church
17     Led by Pauline Zahner
24     Revd Christine Davies - Holy Communion

December
01  Led by Keith Cakebread
08 Revd Christine Davies
15 Led by Geraldine Swain
15 3.00pm Carol Service
22 Revd Christine Davies - Holy Communion
25 Revd Christine Davies
29 Elders Service

Meditation	–	Led	by	the	Free	Church	St.	Ives
Tuesday 12 November  2.30 - 4pm
Tuesday 10 December       2.30 - 4pm

Geoff	Hawkins  Fenstanton URC Secretary

We	are	pleased	to	welcome	you	to	our	friendly	church.
Sunday	morning	services	are	at	09.30.		All	are	welcome.

Fenstanton	United	
Reformed	Church

Chequer Street, Fenstanton
 Dear	Friends,

November is the season for remembering 
– the very name of the month rhymes with 
‘remember’.  First come All Saints and All 
Souls, when our forebears in faith, and all the 
departed, are held in remembrance before 
God.  Then there is the really quite sinister 
reminder to “remember, remember, the fifth of 
November, gunpowder, treason and plot.”

I love fireworks and bonfires, but when I remember why we are making such a racket on 
November 5th, and particularly if a Guy is burned, I shudder at the murderous feuding 
between Christians that is being commemorated, mostly quite unconsciously.  Then comes 
Remembrance Sunday, which loses none of its poignancy with the passing years, as old 
soldiers from former conflicts appear in ever thinner ranks carrying the memories of their 
comrades with them.

It seems appropriate that all this remembering should take place in a season of falling leaves, 
lengthening nights and deepening cold.  Nature seems to add her own melancholy backdrop 
to our mood, as we remember to remember every year.  It is one of the things that make us 
human. Christians have put their trust in a God who remembers us all, and to be remembered 
by God is to be the object of a love that saves us from extinction.  In all our remembering, let us 
give thanks that we are remembered.

With love,

David

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

St Ives
Church of the Sacred Heart,

19 Needingworth Rd.
Parish Priest: Rev Thomas J Walton

Tel 01480 462192,
www.sacredheart-stives.org

Mass Times: Saturday 17.00,
Sunday 09.00 and 11.00

The Particular Baptist Chapel
Church Lane, Fenstanton,

PE28 9JW
There has been a witness to the 

worship of God here over the years 
since 1643

Services are on Sundays at 10.30am 
and 2.30pm and on Thursday 

evenings at 7.15pm
We still use the Authorised, King 
James Bible,believe in Particular 

Redemption

Services	in	November
Sunday     3 November 8:00am Holy Communion (BCP)
Sunday   10 November 10:45am Remembrance Service 
   Gather at the Lych Gate for 10:55 start,
   followed by service in Church
Sunday   17 November 8:00am Holy Communion 
Sunday   24 November 11:15am Coffee, Cake and Church in the Village Hall

Friday  8 November   5:30pm Friday Feast (Messy Church)

Weekly	Online	Services	(Via	Zoom)
Holy Communion Wednesdays (2.30pm)      Bible study Fridays (10am)  
Please	contact	Revd	David	Busk	(01480	436400)	for	Zoom	access	details
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Welcome	to	Mama	Jo’s	Mischief.	Here,	you	will	find	an	array	of	new	craft	activity
ideas	every	month	for	children	of	all	ages,	as	well	as	occasional	places	of	interest

and	recommended	local	events.	Happy	mischief	making!

November is home to two historic events, 
so this month we have two crafts for you to 
have fun with.

Bonfire Night is on the 05 November, 
which symbolises Guy Fawkes failed 
Gunpowder Plot in an attempt to blow up 
the English Parliament.

Firework painting was a big hit with my
daughter, it was very quick to set up and 
easy to complete with these three steps:

• Cut thin 1cm long strips in a paper straw
• Flatten out the strips and dip it in the paint
• Dab it on the paper

@mamajosmischief

MamaMama Jo'sJo's MischiefMischief  

@mamajosmischief

This year, we have Remembrance Sunday on the 10 November to commemorate the British 
service members who have lost their lives during wars and other military conflicts since the start 
of WW1. Remembrance Day follows on the 11 November to recall the end of WW1.

This is how we made our pinwheel poppies which we 
will be taking to the Remembrance Sunday service in 
Fenstanton.
•  Cut a piece of paper into a square and cut from all 4 
corners into the centre, stopping about 1.5cm from the 
middle

•  On each of the four triangles, curve one end and bring 
the pointed end into the centre and glue.

•  Repeat again with a smaller/bigger piece of paper to 
create more petals.

• Glue a paper straw to the back.

TIPS:
• Roll your straw up in green paper, or paint it beforehand 
for an aesthetically pleasing finish.

• Add some mini pom-poms in the middle to really give it 
the WOW factor.

See	this	magazine	for	updated	locations	and	times	of	your	local	
remembrance	services	and	parades.		

Mama Jo’s Mischief now offer local kids clubs, nurseries, restaurants and 
other businesses custom made colouring packs. For more information, 

please contact us: mamajosmischief@gmail.com

Packs	include:	
• Colouring pages/menus 
• Activity pages 
• Pens, pencils or crayons

MamaMama Jo'sJo's MischiefMischief  
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Open to all with babies, toddlers and Pre-school children
Lots of space indoors and out

Warm and welcoming group

Mondays Fen Drayton Village Hall, 10am - 12pm during term time
Find us on Facebook: Fen Drayton Tots

fendraytontots@gmail.com 

Fen Drayton TotsFen Drayton Tots I	remember	many	years	ago	when	as	a	
member	of	a	gardening	panel	we	were	
asked	how	to	keep	children	interested	in	
gardening.	All	agreed	younger	children	are	
naturally	interested	in	flowers,	leaves	and	
all	things	creepy	crawly	while	middle	aged	
children	mostly	appreciate	a	lawn	to	play	
on.	But	we	couldn’t	come	up	with	much	
to	encourage	uninterested	teenagers.	But	
things	have	moved	on!

Nowadays fashionable garden accessories 
include lighting, firepits and solar powered 
water features all of which could inspire our 
teenagers. I’ve learnt that as children grow 
so do their dens and teenagers love to turn 
their bedrooms into their dens. So why not 
provide a den in the garden? An Arbor or 
Pergola would be ideal! Teenagers are almost 
always pretty tech/internet savvy so ask them 
to research fire pits, lighting and stand-alone 
water features. Nowadays many garden 
lighting systems can be controlled from a 
mobile phone and they undoubtedly now 
have mobiles in a teenage version of heaven! 

During November winter bark comes into its 
own, I especially enjoy trees with peeling bark 
that catch the low winter sun.

As our gardens slumber into hibernation there 
is still some warmth in the soil and it is a good 
time to plant trees, shrubs, autumn bulbs. On 
a dry day a general prune and tidy can help 
to keep the garden looking tidy. I like to leave 
the seed heads on perennials for the tits and 

finches.  Remove autumn leaves from your 
lawn which can be raked them into borders or 
composted. 

November tasks. Prune roses, take hardwood 
cuttings of shrubs and climbers, carry out 
lawnmower maintenance. 

Afoot in the Garden

Teenagers in the garden

November 
Top Tips

•  Plant trees, shrubs and roses
•  Tidy borders
•  Take Hardwood cuttings
•  Clear autumn leaves
•  Lawnmower maintenance

raypuddefoot@gmail.com
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HILTON VILLAGE HALL
Available for functions throughout the 

day, evenings, and for contract bookings

SINGLE FUNCTIONS

CONTRACT BOOKINGS

Before 7.00pm
After    7.00pm

£15.00 per hour
£20.00 per hour

Before 7.00pm
After    7.00pm

£10.00 per hour
£14.00 per hour

info@hiltonvillagehall.com
www.hiltonvillagehall.com

or call
07752 678415

Hilton Village Hall, Cambs

G.B. BUILDERS
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FOR ALL MAINTENANCE, 
RENOVATIONS AND DIY WORK

All general building repairs & odd jobs
Specialists in Painting & Decorating 

& Groundwork

• Brickwork & Plastering
• Driveways, Paths & Patios 
• Slabbing 
• Concreting 
• Blockpaving 
• Fencing
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Roofing
• Tiling
• Drainage
• Guttering

Call today
07877 742420

or
01487 479253

g.bbuilders@yahoo.co.uk

EASTON & COOK
Independent Funeral Service

Owned and Managed by

Andrew Cook  Dip FD.

Kay Easton  Dip FD. M.B.I.E.

Providing a caring and personal service 
24hrs a day for all your funeral needs

Office and Chapel of Rest
2b Harding Way
ST IVES, Cambs PE27 3WR
Tel: 01480 301400

Stationery Leaflets 

Brochures Banners

Exhibition Posters

Signage NCR Pads

Hello. How 
can we help?
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Hilton 
Parish Council
Report from the Meeting of the Council dated Monday 027 October

Local	Plan	Consultation
Huntingdonshire District Council is 
consulting on the revision of their adopted 
Local Plan. The Call for Sites has identified 4 
separate sites in Hilton:
•  Land West of Potton Road 
•  Land East of The Paddocks
•  Land North of New England
•  Land North of High Street
The current consultation is in three parts. 
The land availability consultation evaluates 
the proposed sites. This paper discounts 
the land north of New England due to 
the flood risk and reduces the proposed 
number of properties on the land West of 
Potton Road. The sustainability appraisal 
looks at the sustainability of Hilton and 
scores it against the set criteria. The 
further issues and options paper consults 
potential strategy and policy areas. Further 
information, including the papers, can be 
found on the consultation portal - https://
consult.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/kse/ HDC 
has also put information, including how 
to respond to these consultations, on the 
Let’s Talk Huntingdonshire website - https://
letstalkhuntingdonshire.net/hub-page/local-
plan 
There are drop in sessions from 2pm to 8pm 
throughout October, where you can view the 
Local Plan documents, ask questions and 
share your thoughts in person. These were 
shared on the noticeboards, website and 
Facebook page.
Parishioners are urged to respond to these 
consultations and help shape the future of 
Hilton and Huntingdonshire. If you would like 
any help please contact the Clerk.

Dumping	on	the	Wilderness
Reports continue to be received regarding 

unauthorised dumping on the Wilderness 
and another unauthorised burning of the 
bonfire. Only the Parish Council and their 
authorised contractors are permitted to 
take material to the bonfire site and any 
subsequent fires lit should only be carried out 
by the Parish Council. We have also had green 
waste dumped near the Pumping Station 
on the High Street. Please let the Clerk 
know if you know who has been dumping 
unauthorised waste or if you notice anything 
suspicious.

Green	Maintenance
The Council authorised expenditure up to 
£250 for additional cutting to tidy the edges 
of the Green and Wilderness.

Pavilion	Bench
The Council has agreed to replace the bench 
to the left of the Pavilion with a wooden 
bench of similar size and style.

Fireworks	and	Bonfire	Night
This event will be held on Saturday 9th 
November, gates open at 6pm and the 
fireworks will be lit at 7pm. In a change to the 
programme, this year the bonfire will be lit 
as part of the firework display. Hilton Feast 
Week will be there selling refreshments and 
novelties. Combustible donations will be 
accepted from Hilton residents from 9am to 
1pm, and we ask that for no manufactured 
boards please (including chipboard, 
plywood, particle board, etc). We need 
additional volunteers to help run this popular 
event, if you are able to help please contact 
the Clerk.
 
Ant	Springer
The Ant Springer in the playground is 

damaged and the Clerk is seeking quotes for 
its repair. Please do not use this equipment 
until it is repaired.

County	Broadband
The Council has granted a wayleave for an 
additional length of ducting on the Green to 
enable a property to be connected.

Royal	British	Legion
Hilton Parish Council will donate £60 to the 
Royal British Legion.

Consultations
The Clerk and Chairman will respond on 
behalf of the Council to the Cambridgeshire 
County Council Highways and Streetlighting 
Stakeholder surveys.

The	next	Parish	Council	meeting	will	be	
held	on	Monday	4th	November	2024	in	
Hilton	Village	Hall.	Agendas	will	be	issued	in	
advance	on	the	village	notice	boards	and	the	
Council’s	website	www.hiltonparishcouncil.
com.	Parishioners	are	welcome	to	speak	at	
council	meetings	on	agenda	items.

Looking for the holiday      
of your dreams?

Or maybe a family 
holiday in the sun?

Or simply a 
weekend away?

We would love to help -
Ponders Travel is your local award-winning 

Travel Agency. We have free parking outside 
our High Street shop and we are right on 

your doorstep!

We o�er a wide range of holidays including; 
River Cruising • Ocean Cruising • Safari

Short Breaks • Honeymoons •  Rail
Once in a lifetime trips • Sun Sea and Sand

Touring & Adventure to name but a few!

With over 50 years’ experience in tailor 
making holidays and �rst-hand knowledge 

of many worldwide destinations, our 
award-winning team can help you plan 

everything, including all those little added 
extras that make your holiday dreams           

a reality.

HILTON 
Fireworks  
& Bonfire 

Saturday 9th November 
£3 per adult, £2 per child 

Under school age free 
Gate opens at 6pm 

Fireworks start at 7pm 
Food and drink available 
courtesy of Hilton Feast Week 
Please, no sparklers. Light up toys will be available to purchase. 
Parking is restricted so please consider walking. 
In the interests of safety please do not drive up Wraggs Row. 
Combustible bonfire donations will be accepted from Hilton residents on 
Saturday 9th November from 9am to 1pm—no manufactured boards please 
(including chipboard, particle board, plywood, etc). 
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All Aspects of Internal & External Decorating Period, Residential

& Commercial Properties.  Wallpaper & Mural Install.  Kitchen Cabinet

& Furniture Re-Sprays.  Floor Sanding & Restoration.

City & Guilds, NVQ Quali�ed.  Service, Quality & Reliability.

Professional Painting & Decorating Ltd

Non-Court Dispute Resolution (NCDR) is a 
current buzzword in the Family Law world.  
Following recent rule changes, if someone is 
thinking of going to Court over family matters, 
whether in relation to a financial dispute 
with their spouse in divorce proceedings, or 
a disagreement with their spouse or former 
partner over children arrangements, they must 
now show active attempts to resolve their 
disputes by alternative means before making 
an application to the Court.   These attempts do 
not end even after an application to the Court 
is made and must continue at various stages 
throughout their case whilst it is ongoing.  For 
example, parties will now need to complete a 
form shortly before each Court hearing setting 
out their views on using NCDR as a method of 
settling their dispute.

Non-Court Dispute Resolution includes 
mediation, arbitration, private hearings (where 
the parties agree to appoint an experienced 
family law barrister as a private Judge to try and 
resolve their dispute) and collaborative family 
law.  

NCDR has a reputation of being less 
confrontational, quicker and as a result often 
more cost effective than the Court process.  
Early resolution may also aid in preserving 
relationships.  This is particularly important in 
cases where co-parenting is involved.  

Until now, the Courts have not really pushed the 
non-Court method, one of the sticking points 
being that no one can be forced to negotiate 
as it is a voluntary process.  Therefore, if one 
party does not want to engage with mediation, 
for example, then the whole process can fail. 
However, following the introduction of the 
new rules, this is likely to change.  We may now 
see the Court compelling parties to attempt to 
resolve their disputes in an alternative way even 
if the parties are not necessarily keen to do so.  
The parties are also being encouraged to engage 
with NCDR to avoid the risk of a Court imposing 

a costs Order against them for increasing the 
other party’s legal costs unnecessarily for 
refusing to engage in NCDR.  

Whilst the new rules stop short of mandating 
NCDR, they definitely tip the scales in its favour.  
The strong message is that separating couples 
and parents must try to agree matters out of 
Court first or risk the Court penalising them 
for avoiding NCDR.  The aim being to reduce 
the number of disputes that go to Court which 
should benefit everyone involved in family Court 
proceedings with the significant delays in the 
Court system.  This could have the advantage of 
a quicker settlement at a lower cost and more 
amicable resolution in family disputes.  

Which NCDR option that is most suitable to you 
will be entirely dependent on the circumstances 
of your case.  Our team of family solicitors at 
Leeds Day LLP will be able to advise you on 
which option is right for you.  The team consists 
of experienced family law solicitors, all of whom 
are members of Resolution (www.resolution.
org.uk) and include Resolution accredited 
specialists in divorce, finances and children. 

To	find	out	more,	visit:	www.leedsday.co.uk/
family,	speak	to	a	member	of	the	team	on	0333	
577	2250	or	email,	lisa.leader@leedsday.co.uk.

Non-Court	Dispute	Resolution	–	New	rules	
to	guide	separating	couples	and	parents	

away	from	Court

To	find	out	more	or	to	book	an	appointment	contact	Leeds	Day	on	0333	577	2250,	
send	an	email	to	family@leedsday.co.uk	or	visit	our	website:	www.leedsday.co.uk/family.

Solicitors Offices at:  
Huntingdon – Godwin House, George Street, Huntingdon PE29 3BD T: 01480 454301

St Neots – Xenus House, Sandpiper Court, St Neots PE19 8EP T: 01480 474661 

Lisa Leader - Senior Associate Solicitor
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Councillor Surgeries 
Councillor surgeries are now held once a month on a Saturday morning between         
10am – 12pm at The Hub, 6 High Street, Fenstanton.
Surgeries give Parishioners an opportunity to pop in to discuss any issues they wish to 
bring to the attention of your Parish Council. Please pop in.
26.10.2024	 Peter	Hayes	 Roy	McGee
30.11.2024	 Tina	Yates	 Martin	Hewitt
25.01.2025	 Anne	Mustill	 Matt	Tandy
*Please note that there may be changes to the Councillor/s scheduled.

Fenstanton Parish Council
Making Fenstanton an even better place to live

Your Parish Council has been actively involved in 
discussions with the Environment Agency regarding 
the urgent need to repair the St Ives and Brownhills 
Staunches. We believe these structures play a crucial 
role in helping to prevent flooding in Fenstanton and the 
surrounding areas. We are committed to continuing to 
work closely with other local authorities and interested 
parties to ensure the Environment Agency does all it can 
to make the repairs possible, and to help protect our 
community from future flood risks. 

Winter flooding in Fenstanton 
and the surrounding areas

This	subject	seems	to	be	a	regular	theme	in	
our	recent	Parish	Council	reports.
Rookery Way residents have long faced the 
challenges of dangerous and inconsiderate 
parking practices, including blocked 
driveways, particularly since the Post Office 
moved its location.  The recent roadworks 
exacerbated the issue. Furthermore, homes 
situated between traffic lights often have 
limited visibility, making it difficult to 
determine when the lights are red. This can 
lead to dangerous situations, as residents may 
exit their driveways and encounter oncoming 
vehicles, please be aware.
Your Parish Council has also received reports 
of dangerous parking near the junction by 
the United Reformed Church in Church Lane. 
There have been several accidents here and 
inconsiderate parking can make visibility even 
more of an issue at this already tricky junction. 
We remind all residents to be mindful of their 
parking habits and utilise designated parking 
areas whenever possible. 

Inconsiderate parking

Following a request made by a resident, 
your Parish Council has agreed to 
purchase and install a new bench near 
the village sign. We hope the bench will 
provide a more comfortable seating 
option than the base of the sign itself.

A new bench 
for the village

Your Parish Council remains committed 
to its tree planting initiative as part of our 
zero emissions efforts. With this in mind, 
your Parish Council has agreed to offer 
residents the opportunity to receive 
for free a Tree to plant in their garden. 
If you would be interested in receiving 
a Tree and a post, please contact 
Councillor Roy McGee – roy.mcgee@
fenstantonparishcouncil.org.uk or the 
Clerk.

New tree planting 
initiative – A tree   
for your garden

The Hedges on Elizabeth Court are the responsibility of Huntingdonshire District Council but 
have been neglected for some time and are now encroaching onto the footpath and playing 
field. Your Parish Council has approached Huntingdonshire District Council to ask permission 
to cut these hedges back to allow residents clear access to the footpath and the playing field. 
This has been agreed and this work will be carried out shortly.

Elizabeth Court – Hedge maintenance

Your input is important in 
determining the future of bus 
routes in our community. By 
filling out the questionnaire, 
you can help ensure that the 
proposed routes meet the needs 
of Fenstanton residents.
Remember that the final decision 
on bus routes has not been made 
yet. Your participation could make 
a significant difference in shaping 
the transportation options 
available to us.
Thank you for your time and 
involvement.

Bus franchising 
consultation

Next Parish 
Council meetings
Your Parish Council meets next 
on Thursday	14	November	at	
7pm in the Church Centre. There 
will be no meeting in December 
unless your Parish Council 
believes it necessary, please keep 
an eye out on our website and 
Facebook page. 



50 51

Fenstanton Parish Council
Making Fenstanton an even better place to live

FPC Welcome space
Huntingdonshire District Council is updating the Local Plan, and your input is crucial! The 
Local Plan sets out the vision for sustainable development in our district, tackling issues like 
climate change, housing, infrastructure and employment. 
Join the Local Plan Engagement 2024 and have your say in how Huntingdonshire will evolve. 
They are seeking feedback on key documents that will guide future growth and development. 
Your voice matters—let’s create a sustainable future together!
Learn more and get involved: https://letstalkhuntingdonshire.net/hub-page/local-plan  
Please share your thoughts on the consultation documents by 27 November.

Huntingdonshire District Council – Local Plan 

Honey Hill 
Green – two 
new trees
Following the loss of 
the Tree on Honey Hill 
Green earlier this year, 
your Parish Council will 
be planting two new 
mature trees of the 
same species.
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Life on a Plate

Hilton WI Favourites
Flo’s	Beans
Ingredients:
2 Tins of Heinz baked beans 
1 or 2 chopped onions or shallots 
1 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce
1/2 teaspoon dry mustard 
1/4 cup Demerara sugar
1 heaped teaspoons coffee
Chopped bacon or lardons to taste 

Method:
Stir all the ingredients into a heatproof dish, cover with foil and put into the oven at about 160 
for about 40 minutes then increase to 180 for 10 minutes without the foil.

Brilliant at BBQs or with a Jacket potato, even on its own.  Vegetarians can omit the bacon.

Glamis	Castle	Grape	Brulée
Printed in the Daily Mail in November 
1985 and claimed to have been a 
favourite of Her Majesty the Queen 
Mother.  A bit of a chore to begin with   
but worth the effort.

Method:	
Peel, halve and seed enough large 
grapes to nearly fill an ovenproof dish 
(seeded are great if you can be bothered, 
otherwise use the seedless variety)

Whip up enough double cream to cover 
the grapes

Chill in the fridge for about 2 hours to 
stiffen the cream

Sprinkle 3 or 4 tablespoons of Demerara 
sugar on top of the cream 

To caramelise, place the dish under a 
very hot grill or use a kitchen blow lamp

Put the dish immediately into the oven 
fridge for about 3 hours until it’s all firm. 

Additional Sockets and Lighting, Consumer Unit Upgrades, Electric Vehicle Charge Points, 
Garden Lighting….Just to name a few 

*Contact Dan for a free estimate. You can also reach me on WhatsApp*  

07886 832 724 | dan@greencityelectrical.co.uk | greencityelectrical.co.uk  
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Business Spotlight

Carpets and Vinyl
Supplied and Fitted

We have been in the carpet         
trade for 50 years!

Free Quotes

Home sample selection service 
available or visit our showroom 

located in Swavesey

Express delivery & fitting

Phone	
07790	681317
01954	232298

Kiran	and	Ajay	Patel	spent	three	years	
looking	for	their	next	house	move	before	
finding	a	suitable	property	in	Fenstanton.	
“We were living in St Ives with our two children 
and were keen to find a property where I could 
establish my own practice”, Kiran explains.  
She is a qualified dentist having originally 
studied human biology in Manchester, Kiran 
then spent a further five years studying 
dentistry qualifying in 2010. Her early school 
life was very transient as her father served in 
the RAF having joined at 16 and she studied 
wherever he was posted. Her parents were 
Ugandan refugees having fled their home 
country as part of the Idi Amin expulsion in 
the seventies. Arriving in the UK with only 
what they could carry, they took refuge in 
Leicester. Kiran’s grandmother who is 91 has 
remained there and she visits her often.
“My father saw action in The Falklands and in 
Afghanistan before retiring from the service 
after 35 years of active duty.  He now has 
the most unlikely job as a Guinness Book of 
Records adjudicator”, Kiran continues. “He 
definitely installed in me his work ethic and 
now I could not be busier. When not practising 
as a dentist I volunteer with DentAid helping 
deliver their BrightBites programme.  This 
involves visiting schools and educating 
children about the importance of dental care 

through 
practical fun 
activities. I 
have already 
done a session in the local primary school 
and I am going to the nursery next week. Our 
children are the key to good future dental 
care.”
For Kiran child dental care is close to her 
heart and she cannot wait until she can offer 
this service to local children in her practice, 
but that is not as easy as it sounds. “I wish I 
could flick a switch and start taking on NHS 
patients. I have to wait until a local tender 
comes up for renewal to undertake the work 
and even then we have to bid for the work, 
hoping our bid is sufficient and successful. 
And, we will be bidding against other dentists 
who already have the contract. I think it is 
criminal that the population has grown and 
there is no provision for extra dental contracts 
in the area. Until then to survive we have to 
rely on private patients and I work elsewhere 
to balance the books.”
To try and bridge the gap in child dental care 
at her practice Kiran offers a cost-effective 
private insurance plan called Practice 
Plan and any adult undertaking an initial 
assessment can have their child, under 
five, assessed free of charge. If the new 
patient were to join the scheme then their 
children would receive regular free dental 
appointments.
When asked what Kiran does when not 
working she replied, “My two children are 
everything to me and it is difficult balancing 
being a full-time mum and a dentist at the 
same time.  There are multiple clubs, karate, 
swimming and football to name a few. My son 
plays for the under 10 Fenstanton team so I 
spend a lot of time on the sidelines! And, like 
my parents did with me I will be encouraging 
a good education amongst my children.”
Fenstanton	Dental	can	be	found	at	37	High	
Street	and	is	open	08.30	-	17.00	Monday	to	
Friday.

The local
tooth fairy
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September/October floods
Following the heavy rain in the last week 
of September, the water levels in the 
River Great Ouse rose dramatically and 
floods ensued - the earliest time in the 
autumn that anyone could remember! 
In Fen Drayton heavy rainfall caused an 
increase in the water level in Oxholme 
Drain that runs alongside the High 
Street. Within two days the High Street 
and Daintrees Road were flooded to a 
depth impassable for cars. The road was 
closed to prevent vehicles driving too fast 
through the flood water and causing bow 
waves. The Fen Drayton flood group and 
residents worked together to minimise 
the chance of any houses being flooded. 

The major issue was the lack of access 
for emergency vehicles: an ambulance to 
attend to a small child and a fire engine 
to deal with a car stuck in the flood.  

At the request of the parish council 
earlier this year, Cambridgeshire County 
Council agreed to put one-way valves on 
the road drains at the south end of the 
High Street. These should be fitted by 
the end of October. They will delay the 
flooding of the road, not prevent it.

To seek a long term solution, the parish 
council met with CCC, its consultants 
(Atkins) and SCDC on 1 October. The 
PC presented data and analysis and 
suggested some short and long term 
actions. At the meeting, the key issue 
became the current flood. Cllr Mandy 
Smith, our county council representative, 
tried to get CCC to do something 
immediately, but, given the extent and 
amount of flooding across the county, 
a short term fix was not possible. 
Fortunately, the water receded within 
a few days as the river levels dropped 
quickly. Fen Drayton PC has set up 
further meetings with CCC and SCDC to 
look for a short-term solution to moderate 
the impact of future floods.

Community Cafe
Our next cafe is Saturday 9 November, 

from 10.30-12.30 pm in the village  
hall, when the cafe will host its annual 
Christmas craft fair, with stalls selling  

cards and prints, fused glass, crafts, gifts 
and ceramics and much more!

As usual,  the cafe will serve freshly-
made tea, coffee and cakes, plus,  for 

the winter months, delicious soup and      
crusty bread.

The Fen Drayton Gardening Club will 
meet as usual at 10.45.  All are welcome, 
new and seasoned gardeners alike. We 

look  forward to seeing you there!

Macmillan Cancer Research
The  September cafe donated its 

proceeds, totalling £200, to  Macmillan   
Cancer Research. Thank you to all our 
customers who gave  so generously to 

the cause.

Contact:

email: fendrayton.clerk@gmail.com

website: www.fendrayton.org

post: PO Box 1102,  Fen Drayton, Cambridge CB24 4WZ

Sue Ellington - South Cambs 
district councillor
SCDC’s Local Climate Action Conference 
2024 is being held on Tuesday, 
19  November, 11 am to 3 pm, at                     
The Hub Community Centre, High        
Street, Cambourne. 

It will be a day of workshops, engaging 
case studies and networking; and is open 
to the public, parish councils, community 
groups and charities. Refreshments and a 
plant-based lunch will be provided. Email 
Fen Drayton PC to request a weblink to join 
the event: fendrayton.clerk@gmail.com 
(please apply by Tuesday, 5 November).
  
SCDC’s Local Climate Action fair will take 
place on the evening of 19 November 
from 5.30 pm to 8 pm, also at the Hub 
Community Centre in Cambourne.
Here you can find out what’s going on in 
the district to tackle climate change, and to 
protect and enhance nature.
 
All ages are welcome at this casual, 
marketplace-style event, where you 
can meet local eco groups and charities, 
enjoy arts and crafts stalls and take part in 
activities. Refreshments will be available.

Feel free to come to both, or come along for 
the evening if you can’t make the day event.

For help with any district council issues:
 cllr.Ellington@scambs.gov.uk  
01954 202923 or 07774146331.

Cambridge Road - narrow bridge 
improvements
Fen Drayton PC heard in early October 
that its LHI (Local Highways Initiative) 
application for a grant to improve the safety 
of the narrow bridge on Cambridge Road 
had been successful.  

This will result in better give way signage 
and road markings on both sides of the 
bridge. The designs have been agreed 
by Highways and the PC and we are now 
waiting to hear when the work will be 
carried out.

Left page top: Recent flood scene
Bottom: Fen Drayton Lakes in autumn
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Offers a wide variety 
of professional services 
ranging from teeth 
cleaning, dog walking, 
breed standard traditional 
grooms, to modern 
style grooms for both 
dogs and cats.

Opening	times
Mon Closed      Tues, Thurs & Fri 8am-6pm
Wed 8am-8pm   Sat 8am-6pm   Sun Closed

18 High Street, Fenstanton, Cambs PE28 9JZ

������������������������������
�����

���

M:	07477	878537	
T:	01480	461959

Award winning dog groomers
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Head Lines

It	is	hard	to	believe	that	the	first	half	term	
of	the	school	year	has	already	passed.	If	
feels	as	though	at	one	moment	we	are	just	
back	from	the	summer,	and	the	next	we	are	
preparing	for	Christmas	nativity	plays	and	
our	Winter	Fair.	We	have	had	a	positive	start	
to	the	school	year	here	at	FHPS	and	remain	
grateful	for	the	fundraising	efforts	of	the	
PTA.	We	are	looking	forward	to	the	PTA’s	
first	school	disco	of	the	year	(Glow	Disco!)	
on	Friday	8	November.
In our social times, we have been focusing on 
the play opportunities children have outside 
on the playground. This has included our 
partnership with Cambridge Kids Club and 
their Park & Play Mobil. This has widened 
the children’s range of play opportunities 
and it has been a pleasure to see such high 
engagement in creative play. Our next step 
is to collect the resources to make this play 
offer a part of our daily school provision.

Before the half term 
break, our Year 1 
and Year 2 children 
enjoyed a visit to Ron’s Farm Shop. This was 
part of their learning on Where does our food 
come from? Thank you to Ron and Chris for 
making this visit possible for the children. In 
our classrooms, children across the school 
have been tasting ingredients, making wraps 
and preparing 3-course meals!
It was positive to hold our first parents’ 
evenings of the school year just before half 
term. The links between home and school 
are crucial to the development of all of our 
pupils. We will build on these meetings to 
adapt learning opportunities for children 
through to the end of term.

With	best	wishes,	from	all	of	us	at	
Fenstanton	and	Hilton	Primary	School						
and	Preschool.

As	many	of	you	will	know,	our	school	
suffered	a	devastating	roof	fire	over	the	
summer	holidays.	It	has	left	us	unable	to	
use	the	main	building	whilst	the	damage	is	
assessed	and	fixed.	
Sadly, we lost a lot of resources in the fire. 
The majority of our IT equipment, books 
and many other items have been destroyed. 
A huge thank you to everyone who has 
donated items and contributed to our 
GoFundMe fundraiser so far.
We reopened to all the children at the end 
of September in the mobiles that have been 
placed on our school field. The staff have 
worked incredibly hard to get them ready 
for the children’s return. The children have 
settled back in to their new surroundings 
and routines extremely well. The mobiles 
themselves are lovely- spacious and airy (not 
like the mobiles I remember when I was at 
school!)

If your child is due 
to start school in 
September 2025, 
then please go to our 
website: https://www.
fendraytonprimary.co.uk/Admissions/ to 
find out how to apply for a place. We will be 
doing tours of the school in November, so 
please get in touch if you would like to look 
round. We will also be holding ‘Stay and Play’ 
sessions in November so keep an eye on our 
Facebook page and website for more details. 
Nina McQueen
Headteacher
Email:	office@fendrayton.cambs.sch.uk		
Phone	:	01954273346
Website	:	www.fendraytonprimary.co.uk	
To	donate	please	go	to:	https://gofund.
me/4e6cccab	

Fen Drayton Primary SchoolNews from Fenstanton and 
Hilton Primary and Preschool

Our Year 2 children enjoyed tasting foods and making wraps in October.
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Supporting your Village Hall 

Sing – Hilton – Sing 

AAdduullttss::      ££55  
UUnnddeerr  1166ss::      ££22  

 
Tickets from: 

AAnnnn 07721 633000 
CCaarroollee 831629 
DDoorreeeenn 830250 

PPaamm  07867 994569 

Saturday 

7th December 2024 

6pm 

Hilton Village Hall 

Refreshments 
Raffle in aid of the Samaritans 

Come and Sing your Favourite 
Seasonal Songs Together and 

Enjoy some Festive Fun 

What you’re Missing

It’s	not	been	the	best	start	to	the	season	for	
the	Lions.	A	couple	of	poor	performances	
saw	us	concede	more	goals	than	we	would	
like	to.	
Illness and injuries left us short on numbers in 
the first four games. However, I’m confident 
that we can turn it around. If we can get some 
consistency in players’ availability and start to 
play our football, the results will come. 
I would like send our condolences to the 
family of Dan Evett who sadly passed away. 
Dan had played a couple of seasons for the 
Lions and was a top lad, a strong player and 
never one to shy away from a tackle. He will 
be sadly missed by everyone at the club.
On a positive note we have Liam Greef to 
thank for our two new kits. He secretly 
entered us into a competition with Carling 
and had to write about our club and why we 
deserved to win over loads of other entries. 

He did a fantastic job and won 
a bundle worth over £600. Well 
done Liam! 
Let’s	hope	the	results	start	to	go	our											
way	soon!

Fen Drayton Lions 
by manager Simon O’Neill

SSaattuurrddaayy  NNoovveemmbbeerr  99tthh  
11003300––11223300 

 

  
Cards & Prints, Fused Glass, Crafts,  

Gifts, Dolls, Cosmetics, Ceramics, Social Dancing, 
Carriages Vouchers, Bluntisham Orchards: Apple Juices 
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What you’re Missing

 Hilton Art Club
The	last	en	plein	air	art	session	of	the	year	was	held	at	
the	market	end	of	St	Ives	and	was	a	good	morning.

Kathy tweaked the ‘Bonnie Scotland’ theme to include 
amalgamating a few photographs and then drawing 
this, before getting down to the final drawing and 
painting.  This really concentrated the mind!  A very 
enjoyable and challenging morning, one that I’m sure 
we will utilise in other paintings in the future.  Thanks go to those who provided the gorgeous 
cakes.  It was nice that Norma was able to attend as well and hope to see her again.

At the time of writing, members are excited about the acrylic workshop with Julia Rigby, which 
will be from 10 am to 3 pm, giving us, we hope, lots of time to produce a piece of artwork.

15	November	10	am	to	12.30	pm		‘Winter	Warmers’	is	the	subject.

Please bring your own pictures / props.

Hilton Women’s Institute
It	really	is	the	‘Season	of	Mists	and	Mellow	
Fruitfulness’	isn’t	it?		Jumpers	are	coming	
out	-	hopefully	with	no	moth	holes	and	
‘where	did	I	hide	those	gloves’?

So - our WI friends are looking ahead to the 
hugely varied talks that Mel has found for us as 
far ahead as 2026! 

In next month’s issue we can tell of a visit to 
the Cambridge Botanic Gardens and a meeting 
to tell of the vital and urgent importance of 
plant pollination by bees (please start to think 
what you can plant to attract them).  This is 
followed in December by a visit from Trevor 
Chapman to explain Better Health by Better 
Hearing and we will announce the results of 
the Federation Autumn quiz in Abbots Ripton.  
Hilton is sending three teams of four very 
knowledgeable competitors and don’t worry, 
Hilton, we won’t (deliberately) let you down! 

Non-members may come to our meetings as a 
guest for a small fee if the subject particularly 
appeals. You might even have thoughts to 

join us as a result!  
Craft Club continues 
and we are aiming 
to hand-make Christmas tree balls and Book 
Club is currently reading a gripping family saga 
titled ‘The Family Upstairs’ by Lisa Jewell.  Was 
it chosen following a recent talk about Ghost 
Hunting?

Finally, on a solemn note, we have sent our 
deep sympathy to Rosemary Blake and her 
family at the passing of her husband and 
our very good friend, Peter.  Hilton can of 
course thank Peter and Rosemary together 
for providing the beautiful hanging baskets 
on the village hall that we all enjoy every year.  
Rosemary has been a member of Hilton WI for 
very many years and served as our President 
for part of that time.  She knows that she has 
our love and fullest support both now and in 
the months to come.

New	members	always	welcome:-	
hiltonwisecretary@gmail.com

Hilton WI Committee show what “busy bees” they are

Just	as	in	Chaucer’s	Canterbury	Tales	of	
the	1300s	a	welcome	to	passing	travellers	
is	acenturies	old	historical	tradition	and	
likewise	here	in	Hilton.

So partly by our ‘fame’ but also attracted 
by the welcome sign outside the Village 
Hall, our numbers were swelled on one 
of our Wednesday morning meetings at 
the beginning of October by a group of 
Ramblers who dropped by for something to 
drink, biscuits or cake. So we were pleased 
to welcome altogether upwards of forty 
people before they set off again.

The jigsaw depicting us all is nearly done, we have been continuing with those tricky quizzes 
(brains benefitting already?) and varied challenging activities keep us busy, together with the 
all-important conversation.

This Hub is proving to be such a valuable weekly event, thanks to Jan and her team. Old 
friends are meeting and new ones finding how friendly we are so our little motto could 
definitely be ‘please don’t be lonely in Hilton‘.

We meet on Wednesday mornings weekly from 10ish to 1ish ending with a tasty light lunch.	
AND	IT’S	ALL	FREE!

Hilton Community Hub

Hilton Community Hub 
 
Just as in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales of the 1300s a welcome to passing travellers is a 
centuries old historical tradition and likewise here in Hilton. 
 
So partly by our ‘fame’ but also attracted by the welcome sign outside the Village Hall, our 

numbers were swelled on one of our Wednesday 
morning meetings at the beginning of October by 
a group of Ramblers who dropped by for 
something to drink, biscuits or cake.  So we were 
pleased to welcome altogether upwards of forty 
people before they set off again. 
 
The jigsaw depicting us all is nearly done, we 
have been continuing with those tricky quizzes 
(brains benefitting already?) and varied 
challenging activities keep us busy, together with 
the all-important conversation. 

 
This Hub is proving to be such a valuable weekly 

event, thanks to Jan and her team.  Old friends are meeting and new ones finding how 
friendly we are so our little motto could definitely be ‘please don’t be lonely in Hilton‘. 
 
We meet on Wednesday mornings weekly from 10ish to 1ish ending with a tasty light lunch . 
 

AND IT’S ALL FREE! 
 

Mosaic Slices 
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What you’re Missing

Fenstanton Football Club update

Flood	stops	play!
After	a	great	start	to	the	season,	sadly	
our	home	games	have	had	to	come	to	an	
abrupt	halt	due	to	the	torrential	rain.	It’s	a	
really	frustrating	time	for	the	club	with	the	
flooding	causing	disruption	so	early	in	the	
season.	Our	home	ground	really	suffers	and	
unfortunately	our	fixtures	are	having	to	be	
postponed,	relocated	or	cancelled,	causing	
a	lot	of	disappointment	to	so	many	of	our	
players.	
We are, as always, very grateful to Fenstanton 
and Hilton Primary School for the access 
and use of the school field for two of our 
youth teams to continue to play. But we, as a 
club, are always looking at ways that we can 
improve our home ground. The club would 
love to hear from anyone with experience 

of drainage solutions for advice and would 
welcome anyone with experience to aid us 
getting the club back up and running sooner, 
and preventions to stop this happening so 
easily in the future. 
On a positive note, looking ahead, we have 
some fun and community-based fundraisers 
for the club. Starting with our Halloween Trail 
on 31 October and our Christmas Festivities to 
come later in the year.
Please keep an eye out around the village for 
posters and the village social media pages for 
information. 

If	you	would	like	to	be	part	of	the	team	and	
get	involved	in	fundraising	for	Fenstanton	
Football	Club,	please	get	in	touch	
at	fenstantonfootball@outlook.com

Fenstanton Friendship Club
If	you	would	like	to	meet	new	friends	and	
socialise,	please	come	along	and	help	the	
club	grow.	Age	is	no	barrier	and	we	welcome	
everyone	into	our	fold.	It	is	always	good	to	
get	new	ideas	and	suggestions	for	meetings.		
We	meet	every	other	Wednesday	at	2.00pm,	
in	the	building	of	the	United	Reformed	
Church	in	Chequer	Street.	Although	we	hold	
our	meetings	in	the	church	building,	we	are	
not	affiliated	to	the	church.	Our	activities	
are	varied	and	as	well	as	the	yearly	trips	
out	to	lunch,	cream	teas,	boat	trips	on	The	
Ladybird,	strawberry	tea	and	Christmas	
celebration,	we	will	have	various	speakers	
and	entertainers.	

Come	along	and	check	us	out,	you	will	find	a	
friendly	group	and	a	warm	welcome.

11	September	Once more we had a delightful 
afternoon with Martin John. He is such a 
good musician, playing the piano and guitar, 
also singing. He so obviously loves music and 
this comes across to his listeners. He is so 
friendly and willing to play and sing requests. 
We would recommend him for any type of 
event. He is also a DJ.

25	September	A crew of five firefighters came 
with their tender, to speak to us about their 
work in the community. We learned about the 
different aspects of the job and were shown 
the equipment required for different fires 
and also water rescues. We have a renewed 
respect for these young people who put 
their life on the line for our safety. This crew 

was at the recent fire at Burger King in our 
village. Safety in the home was discussed and 
a reminder was given that if anyone needs a 
smoke alarm, these can be fitted free. Just 
contact Huntingdon Fire Service and the 
crew will come to your home. We all enjoyed 
looking around the vehicle, as did people 
passing by, particularly the children.  Great 
afternoon.

Upcoming Meetings
6	November	A talk on the “Warboys Witches” 
by a representative of the Norris Museum.

20	November	An afternoon of music from the 
“Merrymakers”, with a nod to Christmas

Any	questions	please	contact	me.	Marie	
Newns	bubblenewns@gmail.com	01480	
350119



68 69

What you’re Missing

Hilton Flower Club
07	October: We had a wonderful afternoon, our flower 
demonstrator was Ann Purt, she did six great autumn 
arrangements using brilliant coloured flowers.
Six lucky ladies won an arrangement to take home.         
We always enjoy seeing Ann, so we hope she will 
come back next year with more of her great creations.
04	November: Lesley Beeton is our flower 
demonstrator, she will be getting us in the 
Christmas mood, so we look forward to 
getting ideas from her creations.
02	December: End of year party, June and 
Beverley will be demonstrating two 
Christmas arrangements each, so four ladies 
will take an arrangement home.
Afterwards we will have drinks and food to celebrate          
another great year.
Hilton	Village	Hall	2pm	-	4pm
Entrance	£6.00	(Includes	tea/biscuits)
No membership, just pay on the door.

You look like a role model!
At	1st	Fenstanton	and	Hilton	Scouts,	we	LOVE	
doing	what	we	do	–	empowering	young	people	
with	skills	for	life,	helping	them	make	friends	for	
life	and	starting	them	on	the	adventurous	journey	
through	Scouting	–	which	can	last	for	life.
But with more than 50 children waiting to join 
our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts sections, we need 
your support. Could you be one of our amazing 
volunteers who can guide the next generation 
through their Scouting journey? 
With roles to fit around your skills and 
commitments, volunteering with us is a hugely 
rewarding experience – and looks great on your    
CV too!
To	find	out	more	about	starting	or	continuing	
your	Scouting	journey	with	us,	visit	our	
Facebook	page:				https://www.facebook.
com/1stFenHilScouts,	or	email	us	at								
comms@1st-fenstantonandhilton-scouts.org.uk. 

Fen Drayton Bowls Club
With	autumn	fast	approaching	and	the	
days	becoming	cold	and	overcast,	have	you	
thought	about	some	evening	exercise	and	a	
sociable	atmosphere	in	the	warmth	of	Fen	
Drayton	village	hall	playing	short	mat	bowls? 

You might be saying, ‘What is short mat 
bowls?’ Well, it’s similar to lawn bowls but 
played indoors in a warm environment on a 
carpet 22 yards long. You don’t need to have 
played before, just come along as there are 
plenty of members willing to provide help and 
assistance. 

We have practice sessions on Friday evenings 
from 7 pm to 9 pm each week between 
September and April. The club has a team 
entered in the Cambridgeshire Short Mat 
Bowls League and these fixtures are usually 
played on Sunday afternoons, however there 
are a few in the evening. 

On completion of the indoor season and with 
spring upon us, we turn our attention to lawn 
bowls. If you would like to continue with 
some outdoor exercise during the summer 
evenings, this might be for you. Practice 
sessions are held on Tuesday evenings from 
6 pm. We are entered in the Cambridgeshire 
and District Bowls League and matches are 
usually played on evenings during the week. 

If you would like to give it a go, please come 
along to any of the club practice sessions. 

Fen	Drayton	village	hall	is	located	on	Cootes	
Lane	(CB24	4SL)	and	the	bowls	green	is	
directly	at	the	rear	of	the	hall.	Should	you	
wish	for	more	information,	contact	Mike	
Gillett,	Club	Secretary,	on	01480	385297	or	
email	Michael.gillett1@ntlworld.com.
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Air Source Heat Pump
Ground Source Heat Pump
Gas & Oil Boiler Installation
Underfloor Heating
Service, Maintenance 
& Repair

The power is yours 

07950 147793     01954 770309
info@rdssolar.co.uk
www.rdssolar.co.uk
Info@rdsheatingandrenewables.co.uk
www.rdsheatingandrenewables.co.uk

DOMINIC 
MOODY

Painter and Decorator
Internal/External

Commercial/Domestic
References Available

Home 01480 465400
Mobile 07714 261836

Email: dp_moody@yahoo.co.uk

www.dpmoody.co.uk

32 Ramsey Road, St Ives
Huntingdon PE27 5RD

Find a defibrillator 
near you
We hope you never need a defibrillator, but 
if you did they are located in various places 
throughout our villages. The locations are 
below with the                                          
location references.

Fen	Drayton 
Village Hall on Cootes Lane 
moons.grumbles.admires

Fenstanton 
Ash’s Store (NISA) on the High Street 
pouting.cabinet.washroom
Church Centre on School Lane 
reclusive.creeps.deleting
Zaza barbers on Headlands
thing.pylon.relatives

Hilton 
Prince of Wales Pub on Potton Road 
mindset.skip.pulps
Hilton Cricket Pavilion
clerk.farmland.unroll
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The Yellow Pages

Venues	for	hire
Fen Drayton Village Hall 07596 576515
Fenstanton Church Centre 01954 230471
Hilton Village Hall  07752 678415

Councils
Cambridgeshire County Council 0345 045 5200
Fen Drayton Parish Council 07704 023534
Fenstanton Parish Council 01480 465300
Hilton Parish Council  01480 830605
Huntingdonshire District Council 01480 388388
South Cambs District Council 0345 045 0500

Community	Groups	and	Clubs
Books and Jigsaws at FURC 01480 498221
Fen Drayton Bowls Club 01480 385297
Fen Drayton Lions FC  07718 900880
Fen Drayton Parent 
and Toddlers  07549 630124
Fen Drayton Tennis Club 01954 231752
Fen Shanty Folk   07841 599492 
Fenstanton Baby and 
Toddler Group  07742 259653
Fenstanton Beavers, 
Cubs and Scouts  07531 863368
Fenstanton Bowls Club 07541 968125
Fenstanton Community Hub 07949 453767
Fenstanton Football Club 07968 081874
Fenstanton Friendship Club 01480 350119
Fenstanton Glebe Allotments 07817 786298
Fenstanton Town Trust    01480 464753 
Fenstanton Indoor Bowls 01480 497202
Fenstanton Knitter 
and Natters  01480 498221
Fenstanton Litter Picking 07949 453767
Fenstanton Rainbows, 
Brownies and Guides  07730 369565
Fenstanton Speed Watch 07949 453767
Hilton Art Club  01480 830696
Hilton Baby and Toddler 
Group   07527 394945
Hilton British Legion  01480 831186
Hilton Community Garden 07488 351128
Hilton Flower Club  01480 830571
Hilton HGV Watch  07768 294878
Hilton Neighbourhood Watch 01480 831658
Hilton Rainbows and Brownies 07970 404569

Community	Groups	and	Clubs
Hilton Speed Watch  07540 811115
Hilton Town Trust  01480 830866
Hilton WI   01480 831186
RSPB   01954 233260
Slimming World  07568 444140

Community	events
Fen Drayton 10k run  07919 254467
Hilton Feast Week  01480 830605
Hilton Produce Show  01480 830412
Hilton Summer Ball  01480 831299
The BIG Village Fun Day 01480 370973

Education
Fen Drayton Primary School 01954 273346
Fenstanton and Hilton 
Primary School  01480 375055
Hilton Day Nursery  01767 688715
Ladybird Day Nursery  01480 469166
Sunhill Nursery  01954 230030 
Swavesey Village College 01954 230366

Churches
St Mary’s Church, Fen Drayton   01480 465211
Fenstanton Parish Church     01480 465211
Fenstanton URC  07710 240363
Hilton Methodist Church 01480 830686
Hilton Parish Church  01480 830866
St Ives Roman Catholic Church 01480 462192
The Particular Baptist Church 01480 830142

Emergency	numbers
A&E Addenbrooks Hospital 01233 217118
A&E Hinchinbrooke Hospital 01480 416416
Environment Agency 
(Flood Line)  0845 9881188
Fenstanton pharmacy 01480 495159
Fenstanton surgery  01480 461873
Fly Tipping  0345 0450500
Gas leak   0800 111 999
Non emergency medical                      111
Non emergency Police                      101
Papworth pharmacy  01480 831415
Papworth surgery  01480 830888

Emergency	numbers
Peterborough City Hospital 01733 678000 
Power cut   0800 678 3105
Samaritans  116 123 Free
Swavesey surgery  01954 230202
Water leak   0800 316 7676

Buses
A2B   0800 001 6255
Dews Coaches  01487 740241
Stagecoach  01223 423578
Whippet Coaches  01954 230011

Pubs	and	eating	places
Carriage’s of Cambridge 01954 233279
Little Piggy Cafe      07764 336911 
The Duchess, Fenstanton 01480 350859
The Three Tuns, Fen Drayton 01954 230242
The White Swan, Conington 01954 267251

Retail
Alan’s Carpets  07790 681317
Ash’s Store  01480 466225
Denise Jackson Interiors 07910 507541
Eye Specs   01480 499606
Frank’s Farm    07831 777766 
Norwich Sunblinds    01223 904129 
Ponders Travel   01954 232802 
Post Office and OMIA Store 07533 240954
Respiratory Nutrition   07907 560107 
Ron’s Farm Shop  01480 495127
Rosegate Farm Shop  07922 588171

Garden	services
G G Landscapes  07889 848117
Hamptons Groundcare 01480 274848
Hemingford Arboriculture 01480 463674
Ray Puddefoot  07501 684935

Decorators
D Moody   01480 465400
Jason Kirby  01954 211775

Design,	printing	and	copying
St Ives Quickprint Ltd  01480 465215 

Household	services
Cambridge Light Removals 01480 352220
Christopher the Locksmith  07772 111222 
Easton & Cook Funerals 01480 310400
Fairy Dog Mother  01480 461959
Hamptons Pest Control 01480 274848
Hilton Private Hire  07521 293434 
J L Wight Chimney Sweep 01954 253315
L&R Removals   07526 070877
More Space Storage  01480 830130
Television Mobile Repair Service 07887 887319
W&H Peacock Auctioneers  01480 474550 
Z Cars Taxis  01480 462046 

Electricians	
DSS Electrical  0800 019 7992
TW Electical  07810 710826
Twin Electical Services 07796 492953

Plumbing	and	Heating	Engineers
J Halstead   01480 830329
MDS    01480 800810
RDS    01954 770309

Building	services	and	supplies
Bannold   01954 231666
CanDo Roofing  01354 629575
G B Builders  01487 479253
G C Bricklaying  07375 359035
GCE Groundworks  07737 884643
Graham Malkan    07799 850237
R D B Flooring  07970 256237
Stormguard Building Services 01480 270744

Car	servicing	and	repairs
Wilderspin Garage  01954 230273

The	Journal
Advertising   07768 274456
Circulation   07876 446565
Editorial - Fen Drayton  07711 442473
Editorial - Fenstanton  07952 838121
Editorial - Hilton   07793 794431
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FENSTANTON POST OFFICE3 Rooker� Plac�Omi� Stor�OMIA 
Convenience Store

Support local business 
Shop locally

3 Rookery Place, Fenstanton PE28 9LZ

Open
Monday - Friday 7am to 9pm

Saturday 8am to 9pm
Sunday 9am to 7pm

               @omiastore
               @omiacakes

Plumbing& Heating

07570 387 684 01480 830 329
jhalsteadplumbing@gmail.com

GGLandscapes 
Tel: 01954 203004

Grass cutting                                                          
Garden Clearance 
Hedge trimming                                                    

Tree felling 
 General maintenance                                      

Rotavating 
Turf supplied and laid                                          

Moss control 
Fencing                                                                   

Weed and feed grasses 
Trailer hire for garden rubbish – 

clean wood, clean rubble, clean soil
to take away.



Friday & Saturday22nd & 23rd Nov 

Festive Menu 
available from     
24th Nov till                      
23rd Dec
BOOKINGS OPEN

01954 230242

www.threetunsfendrayton.co.uk

CELEBRATING 
BEAUJOLAIS NOVEAU

2024 Beaujolais 
Noveau wine & 
some classic 

French Dishes

Three Tuns
The

Fen Drayton


