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DSS Electrical Limited, 1010 Cambourne Business Park, Great Cambourne, CB23 6DP 
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ADVERTISING 

Please mention Spectrum if you call any of our advertisers.  
Thank you we appreciate your support. 

Space is booked by annual subscription - the year runs from Sept 21 to Aug 22 
Prospective advertisers should apply in writing to our Advertising Editor - Mrs Kay Pulley, 
at: Old Clayfields, Hilton Road, Fenstanton, PE28 9QX. or Tel 495308.  If there is a 
waiting list, priority will be given to local traders.  
Spectrum accepts no responsibility for the standard of goods/services provided and no liability of 

any loss or damage from acceptance of any of advertisers. 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
Accounts/Tax -L.A. Wells   6 
Country Court Care Homes  28 
Connolly Design   32 
Eye Specs    12 
Funerals -Easton & Cook  33 
GMS Accountants   11 
Greenwood Home Care  12 
Julie Wattiez    42 
Xlpress-printers   56 
 
VILLAGE 
Fenstanton Church Centre  32 
Hilton Village Hall                     54 
 
PRE-SCHOOL 
Day Nursery, Hilton 4 
 
FITNESS/HEALTH/HAIR 
Mobility Equipment    6 
RIVIVI Wellbeing   2 
Slimming World      41 
 
CLEANING SERVICES 
Clean Direct    33 
Riverport    49 
Window Cleaner (I. Wilson)  43 
 
 
 
 

GARAGES/TRANSPORT 
Garage - Graveley   32 
Garage - MO’s Motors  39 
Garage Wilderspin   31 
Z Cars Taxis    11 
 
GARDEN SERVICES 
Gardening, fencing CLS  8 
Gardens - G.G. Landscapes  41 
Gardens, Ant Balaam   33  
Gardens, Puddefoot   28 
Lawns - Greensleeves   40 
Tree surgeon - Hemingford  56 
  
PETS 
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IT/VIDEO etc 
Cambs Computer Repairs  33 
IT – Resolve    42 
TV & Video repairs   54 
 
 
 
 

TRADES PEOPLE 
A.R. Aspinall    8 
Back2Natural wooden floors  11 
Build. Services - P Warmbold 8 
Chimney Sweep- JL Wight  6 
Decorator - D Moody    43 
Decorator etc- Jason Kirby  54 
Decorator… P Ashmore   12 
Denise Jackson Interiors  38 
Electrical - DSS   4 
Electrical - Twin   38 
Electrical - John Sinclair   42 
Electrical -T.W.   4 
Flooring- R.D.B.    54 
G B Builders    10 
Groundworks - GCE    43 
Hampton’s pest control  39 
Handicrafts, Helen’s   42 
Handyman -Rob Howard   32 
Knight’s Carpentry   10 
Light  Removals   41 
Painters, D Carlisle   11 
Plastering    38 
Plumb &Heat – Buckingham  41 
Plumb/Heat/Gas – MDS   6 
Plumbing/Heating - J Halstead 54 
Plumbing and heating  - RDS   10 
Property mainting -Dave Walker 33 
Roofing - CanDo   40 
Storage, Gransden   39 
Storage, More Space   39 
Stormguard Building Services 6 

LIST OF ADVERTISERS 
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J. L. WIGHT 
 

  Guild of Master Sweeps 
 

  Fully Insured 
 

  Certificates issued 
 

  Problems solved / qualified advice 
 
Lawson@camsweep.co.uk   
 
 01954 253315 
 9 Cow Lane, Rampton 

CHIMNEY  SWEEP 

ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION SERVICES 
 

Tax returns, business accounts, bookkeeping services,  
VAT returns, payroll, audits 

 
L. A. Wells FCCA CTA 

Chartered Certified Accountant, Chartered Tax Advisor 
 

4 Scorney, Fenstanton, Huntingdon, Cambs, PE28 9QG 
Tel: 01480 466197        www.lwells.co.uk  

 

MOBILITY EQUIPMENT 
 

SCOOTERS, WHEELCHAIRS, RISER/RECLINER 
CHAIRS, BEDS, WALKERS, FOOTWEAR, 

TOILET & BATHING AIDS, KITCHEN & 
HOUSEHOLD AIDS, CONTINENCE CARE, 

CUSHIONS, STAIRLIFTS AND MUCH MORE 
 

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE EQUIPMENT HIRE, 
SERVICING AND REPAIR 

 
FRIENDLY AND CONSIDERATE SERVICE 

GUARANTEED 

Scotsdales Garden Centre 
Horningsea, Cambridge 

CB25 9JG 
Tel: 01223 863908 

www.orchard-mobility.com 
Open: Monday to Saturday 

9am -5 pm 

· Property Maintenance 
· All exterior and interior building 

work 
· Lime mortar pointing  
· Listed building restoration  
· Free Quotes 

 
Call: 01480 270744  

or 07864 112590 
Email: stormguardbuild@gmail.com  

Building Restoration 
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P. WARMBOLD 

Building Services 
 

Extensions, Garage Conversions, 
Kitchens, Bathrooms,  

Internal/External Building Maintenance, 
Driveways, Patios, Fencing  

 
 

All Your Building Needs 
 

No Job Too Small 
 

  Mob: 07785 987563 
 

The Old School House, 
Model Farm, 

Conington Road, 
Fenstanton PE28 9NZ 

CC..LL..SS..  
FFeenncciinngg  &&  LLaannddssccaappiinngg  
 

7 Scotts Crescent, Hilton 
01480 832329 or 07786 370486 
craig.cls@btinternet.com 
 

· Patios & driveways new or repairs 
· Fencing & gates new or repairs 
· Decking 
· Turfing 
· All aspects of landscaping 
· Garden clearance 
· Shed bases constructed 
· Sheds also supplied, fitted or re-felted 
 

For a competitive friendly quote and 
professional service call Craig 
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01487 479253  
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GMS Accountants 
Personal, Professional Local 
Chartered Management Accountant 
based in Fenstanton. 
Services include, but not limited to:  
Tax Returns, Payroll,  
Book-Keeping, Self-Assessments, 
Management Accounts, 
Consultancy. 
 
Email:      
Graham.Wesson@gmsbusinessaccou
ntants.co.uk 
Mobile:    07739 828423 
Website: 
 gmsbusinessaccountants.co.uk/ 

 

What's Under 
Your Carpet? 

 
Wooden Floor Restoration 
Specialists 
 
back2naturalflooring.co.uk 
 
James Norris 
 
01480 395967    
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TELEPHONE 
HOME: 01480 468013 
MOBILE: 07905354306 
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Hilton Parish Church - May 2022 
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Fenstanton United Reformed Church 
Chequer Street, Fenstanton 

 
We are pleased to welcome you to our friendly church 
 
Sunday morning services are at 09.30.  All are welcome. 
  

2022 Services 
 
May 
 
 1st May -  Revd Peter Ball 
 8th May -  Holy Communion – Revd Dr Catherine Ball 
15th May -  Revd Dr Catherine Ball 
22nd May - Revd Chris Baker 
29th May -  Revd Christine Davis 
 
June 
 
 5th June  - Led by Keith Cakebread 
12th June - Holy Communion - Revd Dr Catherine Ball 
19th June - Revd Dr Catherine Ball 
26th June - Led by Keith Cakebread 
 
 
Meditation – Led by the Free Church St. Ives 
  
Tuesday 10th May  - 2.30-4pm 
Tuesday 14th June - 2.30-4pm 
 
 
 
Geoff Hawkins 
Fenstanton URC Secretary 
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Parish of Fen Drayton with Fenstanton 
 News and Services for May 2022 

Continued  next page 

The Rector writes: 
Hello, how are you doing?  
"The world's favourite season is the spring. All things seem possible in May." —
Edwin Way Teale 
I am not sure if all things are possible in May 2022 but things are certainly looking 
more hopeful than in May 2020 and 2021. Looking back, to inform the future, while 
being in the present, might help to remind us of people and events. But dwelling on 
the past and remaining in it isn’t always good for our mental well-being. Perhaps 
May 2022 will be a good time to reflect and plan and make some good choices. 
Our circumstances might not have changed much, if at all, but our approach to 
them can change. If you consider the disciples after the events of Good Friday – 
they thought all was hopeless – and yet on that first Easter morning, their world 
was changed. During this season of Easter, which continues up to Pentecost on 5 
June, may we all be filled with the Easter hope of the risen Christ. Alleluia, Christ is 
risen. He is risen indeed, alleluia! 
 
On 5th June, we not only have our Sunday morning service, at 10am in the Parish 

Church, Fenstanton, we also have a service in the afternoon at 
6pm, followed by a light tea. It will be a Songs of Praise style 
service, especially remembering, of course the Platinum Jubilee 

for Her Majesty the Queen. Please do join us, in fact why not suggest your 
favourite hymn? We would love to know! (let either Rev Rosie or a churchwarden 
know). 
 
Funerals, churchyard, cemetery – and so here we are at the last of the three items 
we have been looking at in a little more detail. See March issue for weddings and 

April for baptisms. 
Any resident of Fenstanton is permitted to ask for a funeral service in 
the parish church, if that is what they would like to have for their loved 
one, or has been detailed in a will or funeral plan. The service in 
church needs to be arranged via a funeral director of your choice. You 
(or your loved one) do not have to be a regular attender of the church 
to have a service in the church, despite what some funeral directors 

will tell you.  
You don’t have to have hymns, although most people do; you can have other 
music if you provide it on CD and the music is appropriate to play in church. You 
can have suitable poems etc included in the service too. Lots of families like to 
write their own family tributes (aka eulogies) or the minister taking the service can 
help you with that. One thing you are required to have is a bible reading. If you do 
not know any, then the minister can help you choose one.  
Having talked about the funeral service, we move on to what happens next. It may 
be that a decision is made for a burial or a cremation. A burial usually follows 
straight after the funeral service itself. Here in Fenstanton there are several 
choices. The burial might take place in the Parish Council cemetery, which is 
adjacent to the churchyard*, providing you have previously organised this through 
the funeral director and with the Parish Council. Or there may be other alternatives 
which you will need to discuss with your funeral director.  
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Parish of Fen Drayton with Fenstanton 
 News and Services for May 2022 

Continued  next page 
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Contact details for our parish are: 
Rector: Rev Rosie Tallowin: 01480 467393    
email: rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com  
Churchwardens: Philip Blunt 01480 461751 and Ian Hucklesby 01480 
465211 
Please note that all enquiries for weddings (including Banns of 
Marriage) and baptisms should be made in the first instance to our 
Rector Revd Rosie Tallowin, 01480 467393.  
Community Fund, or to make an application for financial help, 
please note we have a dedicated email address for the fund  
fdfscommunityfund@gmail.com    The Community Fund was set up to 
offer help to anyone with a strong association with Fenstanton or Fen 
Drayton, whether a church member or not. Especially in these difficult 
times we would like to reach out to you if you are in need of financial 
help and are seeking a modest one-off donation of money for a 
specific purpose. All enquiries are treated in the strictest confidence 
and a member of our small committee will be in touch with you with 
an application form and further information.  

The churchyard has been closed for burials since 1958, but it is still open for 
the interment of ashes.  The confusion is between the churchyard location 
and the cemetery location. There is a path that separates them, which is 
north of the church, not far from where the Church Centre and school are. 
People often think it is the same place. The cemetery has the war memorial, 
the churchyard doesn’t. I hope that helps. 
Any resident of Fenstanton can have their cremated remains interred in the 
churchyard area for that purpose. Please be aware there is always a 
Christian Minister present for the interment. Please also note that 
interments, and a ledger stone (flat tablet) to mark the plot, must adhere to 
the Diocese of Ely churchyard regulations. Ashes cannot be scattered and 
must be placed in a container that will perish or straight into the interment 
plot. 
 
It’s not really appropriate to share here a funny moment from a 
funeral………a memorable moment during a service, though, was from a 
couple of years ago. A funeral for an elderly lady was taking place in a 
church, and a beautiful peacock butterfly was seen gently exploring the 
church, taking rest here and there. The peacock is a symbol of eternal life, 
quite pertinent to a Christian funeral service and our message of hope, and 
the lady was indeed a Christian all her life. 
Until next month. 
 
God bless, from Rev Rosi 
 
Do get in touch for up-to-date information, or look on the website 
www.fenstantonparishchurch.org.uk  the facebook page “Fen Drayton with 
Fenstanton Parish Churches”, a church near you www.achurchnearyou.com , or 
email: rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com  ikhuck@virginmedia.com 

20 

May 2022 – Services at St Mary’s, Fen Drayton and St Peter & St Paul, 
Fenstanton 
  Service time Parish Services are usually held 

in St Peter & St Paul’s Church, 
Fenstanton 
Live stream details via https://
www.fenchurchbooking.org.uk 

  

For Morning 
Prayer and 
Night Prayer 
Zoom details 
please contact 
Rev Rosie 

Mondays, 
weekly 
  

8pm   8pm Compline 
on Zoom 
(No Compline 
on bank 
holidays) 

Thursdays, 
weekly 

8.30am   8.30am 
Morning 
Prayer 

Sunday 1st 
May 
  

10am service at 
Fenstanton 
  

10am Parish Service, Holy 
Communion with Sunday Club 
Live stream may be available via 
Zoom, please request details 

  

Sunday 8th 
  

9:15am service 
at 
St Mary’s 
  
10am service at 
Fenstanton 
  

9.15am Holy Communion at St 
Mary’s Fen Drayton 
  
10am Worship For All Service 
Live stream may be available for 
in church via Zoom 

  

Sunday 15th 10am service at 
Fenstanton 
  

10am Parish Service, Holy 
Communion with Sunday Club 
Live stream may be available via 
Zoom, please request details 

  

Sunday 22nd 9.15am service 
at St Mary’s 
  
10am service at 
Fenstanton 

9.15am Morning Praise at St 
Mary’s, Fen Drayton 
  
10am Family Communion, at 
Fenstanton 
Live stream may be available via 
Zoom 

  

Thursday 26th 
Ascension 
Day 

7.30pm at 
St Mary’s 

Parish Communion Service at St 
Mary’s, Fen Drayton 

  

Sunday 29th 10am service at 
Fenstanton 

Parish Communion service, with 
dedication of the Fenstanton 
Church Records Book 
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and a member of our small committee will be in touch with you with 
an application form and further information.  

The churchyard has been closed for burials since 1958, but it is still open for 
the interment of ashes.  The confusion is between the churchyard location 
and the cemetery location. There is a path that separates them, which is 
north of the church, not far from where the Church Centre and school are. 
People often think it is the same place. The cemetery has the war memorial, 
the churchyard doesn’t. I hope that helps. 
Any resident of Fenstanton can have their cremated remains interred in the 
churchyard area for that purpose. Please be aware there is always a 
Christian Minister present for the interment. Please also note that 
interments, and a ledger stone (flat tablet) to mark the plot, must adhere to 
the Diocese of Ely churchyard regulations. Ashes cannot be scattered and 
must be placed in a container that will perish or straight into the interment 
plot. 
 
It’s not really appropriate to share here a funny moment from a 
funeral………a memorable moment during a service, though, was from a 
couple of years ago. A funeral for an elderly lady was taking place in a 
church, and a beautiful peacock butterfly was seen gently exploring the 
church, taking rest here and there. The peacock is a symbol of eternal life, 
quite pertinent to a Christian funeral service and our message of hope, and 
the lady was indeed a Christian all her life. 
Until next month. 
 
God bless, from Rev Rosi 
 
Do get in touch for up-to-date information, or look on the website 
www.fenstantonparishchurch.org.uk  the facebook page “Fen Drayton with 
Fenstanton Parish Churches”, a church near you www.achurchnearyou.com , or 
email: rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com  ikhuck@virginmedia.com 
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May 2022 – Services at St Mary’s, Fen Drayton and St Peter & St Paul, 
Fenstanton 
  Service time Parish Services are usually held 

in St Peter & St Paul’s Church, 
Fenstanton 
Live stream details via https://
www.fenchurchbooking.org.uk 

  

For Morning 
Prayer and 
Night Prayer 
Zoom details 
please contact 
Rev Rosie 

Mondays, 
weekly 
  

8pm   8pm Compline 
on Zoom 
(No Compline 
on bank 
holidays) 

Thursdays, 
weekly 

8.30am   8.30am 
Morning 
Prayer 

Sunday 1st 
May 
  

10am service at 
Fenstanton 
  

10am Parish Service, Holy 
Communion with Sunday Club 
Live stream may be available via 
Zoom, please request details 

  

Sunday 8th 
  

9:15am service 
at 
St Mary’s 
  
10am service at 
Fenstanton 
  

9.15am Holy Communion at St 
Mary’s Fen Drayton 
  
10am Worship For All Service 
Live stream may be available for 
in church via Zoom 

  

Sunday 15th 10am service at 
Fenstanton 
  

10am Parish Service, Holy 
Communion with Sunday Club 
Live stream may be available via 
Zoom, please request details 

  

Sunday 22nd 9.15am service 
at St Mary’s 
  
10am service at 
Fenstanton 

9.15am Morning Praise at St 
Mary’s, Fen Drayton 
  
10am Family Communion, at 
Fenstanton 
Live stream may be available via 
Zoom 

  

Thursday 26th 
Ascension 
Day 

7.30pm at 
St Mary’s 

Parish Communion Service at St 
Mary’s, Fen Drayton 

  

Sunday 29th 10am service at 
Fenstanton 

Parish Communion service, with 
dedication of the Fenstanton 
Church Records Book 
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FENSTANTON PARISH CHURCH -  
OPEN GARDENS Weekend 25th and 26th June 2022 

 
We hope to hold an OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND on Saturday 25th and 

Sunday 26th June 2022 in aid of 
 
Fenstanton Parish Church Restoration Fund. 
We would like to include gardens of all shapes, styles and sizes, new or 
established 
and need more offers of gardens to view. 
Would you like to share your garden with others? Please do get in touch with: 
Deborah on 07914 115467 or Julia 07703 582694 leaving your name and 
contact 
number so that we can contact you back to share further details. 
As well as gardens, the weekend will include refreshments, church tower tours, 
a book stall and a plant 
stall (donations welcome). More details to follow next month. 
 
We look forward to hearing from 
you. 
 
Thank you, from the Open 
Gardens Planning Team. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH St 
Ives Church of the Sacred Heart,  

19 Needingworth Rd. 
 

The parish priest at Sacred Heart 
Church, St Ives used to celebrate 

Mass in Papworth Everard, but this is 
now undertaken by Monsignor 

Shryane, parish priest of St. Michael 
the Archangel Church, Huntingdon 
and Mass on Saturday evening is 

held at 5pm.   .  

The Particular Baptist Chapel 
Church Lane, Fenstanton,  

PE28 9JW 
 

There has been a witness to the worship of 
God here over the years since 1643 

Services are on Sundays at 10.30am and 
2.30pm  

and on Thursday evenings at 7.15pm 
We still use the Authorised, King James 
Bible, believe in Particular Redemption  
and the traditional manner of worship. 

All are welcome 
Pastor:  BE Izzard (01480 830142) 

 
 

 
The Sunday service is at 10.30am in our lovely church building at No,2, Burrel 
Road, St Ives, PE27 6RR: Come for some lively worship; hear about God's love 
for us and how we can put it into practice in our 
lives. We also meet together in small groups during 
the week, where we build friendships and grow 
together as a family in our faith.  
 
We hold a monthly church prayer meeting plus a 
men and a women’s breakfast fellowship. There is a 
youth group for 11 to 18 year-olds which meet on 
Friday nights in term-time between 7 and 9 pm.  
 
The Babies and Toddlers group meets at 9.30am on Tuesdays in term-time. A 
Craft Club meets at 2pm on alternate Thursday afternoons. A women’s weekly 
Bible study group meets on Tuesday morning at 10am. We also have the Bridge 
Drop-In on a Friday morning from 10.30, specifically designed for people on their 
own. We would love to welcome you to any of these events. For further details of 
times and places please see the website or ring the Church Office. 
 
Now the Children's Church at the Bridge! It's a fun, exciting and safe place where 
children can learn about God in a meeting especially designed for them. The 
mornings are jam-packed with activities in a contemporary "magazine" style, 
relevant to the culture in which our children are growing up. Why not encourage 
your children to come along from 10:30 am on a Sunday morning? 

The Bridge Church 
(Part of the Newfrontiers family of Evangelical Churches) 

Serving St Ives and the surrounding communities 
www.thebridgechurch.co.uk 

01480 498801  
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The John Deeks Article.
Recently it was suggested to me, that after ten years 
of writing for Spectrum, I should let people see what 
I look like!
So, here I am.
 
John Deeks  

Continued  next page 

Even More Ghost Stories 
By John Deeks 
 
The Ghosts of Hall Green Lane: 
As told by Mrs J Allen in April 1922  
 
“Oh yes, I have seen them, so I can vouch for the truth of what I say. I will tell you 
about it so that you will know yourself.  
 
When I was first married I lived in the end thatched cottage (place now unknown), 
where Mrs Hopkins now lives. In there are good rooms, they joined close to another 
house that stood between the house we lived in and where Mrs Bedford now lives and 
there was another house behind the one, now pulled down, used as a lodging house.  
 
I was ironing, after they had all gone to bed, walked into the back yard to the pump for 
water to make their drinks for the next day. I took some men in to lodge at that time, 
we used in those days to have lots of men come to the village in summer, some of 
them Irishmen, they came to work in the onion fields.  
 
I had four lodging with me that summer, in the house there is a big bedroom at the top. 
Well, I went out into the back yard to fetch the water and right in front of the pump just 
where I wanted to go, was something standing there. Something, I did not know what 
you would call it, ghost or phantom. Some would say it was like a man, so I just said “I 
want to come to the pump for some water, if you please. Well it never offered to move. 
I was a bit shaken and hardly knew what to do; I knew all the others had gone to bed. 
Naturally my head turned towards the door into the house. I was but a second giving 
the glance at the house, but in that instant it disappeared.  
 
Well I will tell you of the next time I saw it. The next evening I said to my old man, no, 
you are not going to bed tonight till I go and I was going to make the drinks after 
supper. The door stood open, my husband was in the front room for something, I 
looked out of the door and there stood the same ghost or whatever you like to call it. I 
called my husband and said, “There’s that there again” and in that instant it 
disappeared. 
 
Well, the next time, it was my boy who saw it. He came home from school and said 
“mother, “I want to go” “We’ll go” I said and he went running into the yard, the ‘place’ 
was in the barn. I then heard him call out “mother there’s someone sitting on the seat”, 
I went to look but there was nobody to be seen anywhere.  
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THE FEN SHANTY FOLK 
Are back singing again!!! 

 
We are a mixed group of all ages singing shanties, folk and 
popular songs for pleasure. 

  
If you enjoy singing in good company why not come along, we would love to 
see you?  Or if youÕd just like to come and listen, you are also most welcome. 
We meet regularly on Thursday evenings.  Please contact us for venue 
details. 
 
Available for bookings 
We are also available to perform for entertaining clubs, societies, small 
groups and parties. 
 
You can contact us by phoning Niki on 07841 599 492 or emailing 
niki.whitby@sky.com.  You can also visit our Fen Shanty Folk Facebook 
page. 

 
Well, the next time he saw it was when he went to the barn, we had rabbit 
hutches down one side. He came running into the house and said “mother, 
there is someone sitting on the hutches. Well I went to see but there was not 
the sign of anyone or anything”.  
 
Laying a Witch:  
Told by Mrs Armon in April 1922 
 
Scene, the bungalow cottages (unable to identify the location of these cottages) 
 
“Yes, she (Mrs Chard) always used to come to have tea with us (Mrs Armon). 
Always after, Hellie (I assume to be a child but could have been a pet), was 
bewitched; she used to bring a quarter of a pound of tea. I could never do any-
thing with Hellie when she left.  
 
So Mrs Richards told me how to break the spell and I did it and was never trou-
bled again.  
 
Yes, she told me to lay a knife, blade edge outwards towards the street and 
under the door mat. I did it when she came, that did her, and Hellie was not be-
witched that time and never once cried after she went. That stopped her pranks 
and no, she never troubled us again”. 
 
john.deeks@ntlworld.com 
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We have many newcomers to the village who would be very welcome to join the 
Friendship Club. The Club was founded in 1949 and has been run by various 
people, (my gratitude to all involved), and has had a few different names, mostly 
including an age group. Around seven years ago, we decided to be all inclusive 
and renamed the club as " The Fenstanton Friendship Club ", after all age is just 
a number! We meet fortnightly in the building of the United Reformed Church in 
Chequer Street PE28 9JQ.  Our meeting is from 2.00 pm until around 4.00 pm. 
During that time, we have either a speaker or some form of musical 
entertainment. The talks are on varying subjects and are both interesting and 
educational. We also have trips out for lunch, visits to a garden centre and time 
on the river on the "Ladybird" boat. We have had group holidays too.  
Since covid hit we, unfortunately have lost some of our members, 
however we still have a strong membership who are a very friendly 
team.  New members would be made very welcome, so why not 
come along and try us out. First visit is free, unless you want a raffle 
ticket, so you have nothing to lose and friendship to gain. The 
fortnightly fee is at the moment £2, which covers the venue, 
entertainment and refreshments.  A plea to members who are still 
shielding, we miss you and need your presence in order to maintain stability of 
the club. Please let me know of your intentions and take care. 
 
On the 30th March, the " Merrymakers " were booked to entertain us. 
Unfortunately, five of the group had tested positive for covid and they had to 
cancel. They are now booked for 28th September, hopefully by then the virus 
may be subsiding in the area. It was too late to book anything else, so we had a 
very pleasant afternoon getting to know each other better, having a quizz and 
ending up with a little Beetle drive. 
 
13th April  
Had a wonderful talk from Richard Taylor of the RSPB. It was very informative 
and well presented. We learned a lot about the reed beds in the area, the 
importance to the wildlife and to the water levels in the Fens.  
 
COMING UP 
 
11th May  
A talk on the history of " laundry" entitled  
" Dashing away with the Smoothing Iron”, by Helen Green  
 
25th May  
We have our trip on the Ladybird boat, travelling from the Hartford Marina, either 
up to Brampton, stopping in Godmanchester for lunch, or down to St Ives, also 
with a lunch break. Numbers are limited so please get in touch if you would like to 
join us. The boat costs £10 per head plus lunch if you opt for fish and chips    
 
Looking forward to our next meeting. Stay well everyone. 
Any questions please call 
Marie Newns 01480 350677  

FENSTANTON FRIENDSHIP CLUB  

30 
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shielding, we miss you and need your presence in order to maintain stability of 
the club. Please let me know of your intentions and take care. 
 
On the 30th March, the " Merrymakers " were booked to entertain us. 
Unfortunately, five of the group had tested positive for covid and they had to 
cancel. They are now booked for 28th September, hopefully by then the virus 
may be subsiding in the area. It was too late to book anything else, so we had a 
very pleasant afternoon getting to know each other better, having a quizz and 
ending up with a little Beetle drive. 
 
13th April  
Had a wonderful talk from Richard Taylor of the RSPB. It was very informative 
and well presented. We learned a lot about the reed beds in the area, the 
importance to the wildlife and to the water levels in the Fens.  
 
COMING UP 
 
11th May  
A talk on the history of " laundry" entitled  
" Dashing away with the Smoothing Iron”, by Helen Green  
 
25th May  
We have our trip on the Ladybird boat, travelling from the Hartford Marina, either 
up to Brampton, stopping in Godmanchester for lunch, or down to St Ives, also 
with a lunch break. Numbers are limited so please get in touch if you would like to 
join us. The boat costs £10 per head plus lunch if you opt for fish and chips    
 
Looking forward to our next meeting. Stay well everyone. 
Any questions please call 
Marie Newns 01480 350677  

FENSTANTON FRIENDSHIP CLUB  
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AVAILABLE FOR HIRE - NOW WITH Wi-Fi 
Fenstanton 

 Church Centre 
 

Fenstanton Church Centre 
provides the ideal venue with Wi

-Fi for 
Family Celebrations, Community 

groups & classes, Meetings… 
 

For further information go to- 
www.fenstantonchurchcentre.org.uk 

Or email: churchcentre@outlook.com   
Or contact: Mrs P Hucklesby: 01954 230471  

 

  Prices include heating. Commercial use 
welcomed, please contact for further details. 

GRAVELEY  
GARAGE 

 

MOT WHILE U WAIT 
 

Cars, Goods Vehicles 
Motor Bikes, 3-Wheelers 

 

Mon-Fri 8am-6pm,  
Sat 8am-4pm 

 

TEL. (01480)830462/831058 
HIGH STREET, GRAVELEY  

ST NEOTS PE19 6PL 
 

www.graveley-garage.co.uk 
enquiries@graveley-garage.co.uk 

 

Produce this advert to get £4.00 off  
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House need a bit of work? 
 

I can help! 
 

Internal & external 
Refurbishment 

Repairs & 
Maintenance for 

Your home or 
Business 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dave Walker Building Services 
17 Chequer Street, Fenstanton 

dawbuildingservices@gmail.com 
tel:  07810 485523 

Clean Direct 
 

Domestic & Spring Cleaning Services, Monthly/Fortnightly  
Cleaning Services  --  Excellent References 

 

Contact: Clean Direct: 01480 412875 
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TTwwiinn  EElleeccttrriiccaall  
  SSeerrvviicceess  

  

All work undertaken  
no matter how small 

 
· Sockets, lighting  
· Fault finding 
· Rewires 
· Fuse board upgrades  
· Testing & Inspection  

                  CCaallll  PPhhiill  oonn    
            0077779966449922995533  

S. Jeffery – PLASTERER 
 

Over 25 YEARS 
Experience in all Plaster 

work 
 
 

For Quotes CONTACT 
Steve on 01954 230663  
or Mobile 07975611547  
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DOMINIC MOODY 
Painter and Decorator 
Internal/External 
Commercial/Domestic 
References Available 

Home 01480 465400    
Mobile 07714 261836 

Email: dp_moody@yahoo.co.uk 
Website: dpmoody.co.uk 

32 Ramsey Road, St Ives, Huntingdon, PE27 5RD 

 
à Cleans windows and frames 
 
à Polished finish 
 
à All glasswork undertaken 
 
à All ladder work 
     (poles used only if necessary) 

Window Cleaning 
 
Local Professional Window Cleaner 

07504 444779/ 01480 536008 
Ian Wilson, 22 Pear Tree Close, 
 

Fenstanton, PE28 9LL 
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Copies of my book, 
HILTON 1939 are still 
available 67 pages, 
with illustrations   
 
Only £7 to cover 
printing costs.  
 
This may be just what 
you are looking for as 
a small Christmas gift, 
or for yourself if you 

are a newcomer to the village. 
 
Please contact me at 3, Mill Hill End, or 
phone 07484 650209, and if required I 
will deliver within the village   
 
    Gillian Sheail 
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HILTON FLOWER CLUB

APRIL 4TH Stephanie Laing was our demonstrator, we hadn’t seen her before. Steph-
anie did 5 arrangements. The colours and the arrangements were stunning, we all
thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon.
MAY 9th is our workshop, so we know we are going to have a fun afternoon, don’t 
forget your scissors or secateurs.
We are now gearing ourselves up for our FLOWER FESTIVAL. All our ladies are 
looking forward to decorating Hilton church and fill it with a celebration of colour. After
the lock down we need cheering up.

HILTON FLOWER FESTIVAL
HILTON CHURCH

AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY
SAT/ SUN / MON

10.30am ----4.30pm
Raising money for

East Anglian Children Hospice /Addenbrookes children’s critical ward and Hilton 
Church

REFRESHMENTS / TEA COFFEE and CAKES CAKE
FREE ENTRY
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Hilton  WI 
 
With spring racing along our clubs are as active as ever, also with the 
Walking Group enjoying lengthy challenges of five or six miles , how fit 
they must be! We are also returning to the picnics on the Green that 
were so good for morale  during the lockdown – this time simply because 
we enjoyed them so much. 
Plans for the Jubilee weekend are forming rapidly now. On Thursday 2nd 
June we will be supporting  the Community Garden events with teas, 
coffees and home made cakes in the Village Hall from 1.30 to 4.00 pm . 
Then on the following day we are aiming to provide Games on the Green , 
the precise time is yet to be confirmed. Another plan is to ask members 
to offer their favourite family recipes to form a  Jubilee book. We have 
already received a few and curiously they are for cakes and puddings! 
At our April meeting we welcomed 2 new members and a visitor and we 
also discussed outings during the summer months to Jordan's Mill and 
Bury St. Edmunds. 
We were then treated to a talk by Jason Middleton, an expert on the 
formation and history of Gemstones and what a treat it was. We learned 
that gemstones are grouped into families formed millions of years ago 
into diamonds, (the largest ever found being the size of a small rugby ball 
and produced 96 diamonds in the cutting process), corundums (eg Rubies), 
beryls (Emeralds) quartz (amethysts – which supposedly protected  from 
drunkenness in Edwardian times.) Gemstones are mined in all four 
countries, only Blue John being mined in our Peak District. 
Jason showed us pictures of many types of gems, gave us some to feel 
and all in all made every lady's eyes twinkle. 
 
We welcome new members and meet in Hilton Village Hall on the second 
Monday of the month at 7.30 pm. 
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Programme Cover Picture Competition 
Do remember the exciting competition for children to design the front cover 
picture on the Hilton Feast Week 2022 programme. Fri 22nd April is the 
deadline to submit your entry so there’s still time to get painting or colouring! 
Full details were in last month’s Spectrum and the entry form is still available on 
www.feastweek.co.uk 
Also, the Family Easter Egg Hunt will be taking place around the village on 
Saturday 16th April between 10.30 & 1pm. Tickets cost £2.50 each, which 
include a map for the route around the village and a small prize. There will also 
be refreshments, crafts to do and a Tombola. Come and join in the fun! 
Get your tickets by calling 07974435266 or on www.feastweek.co.uk 
Finally, last month’s winner of 200 Club received £51 in the draw.  
Could this be You next month?  
Remember there are 3 prizes awarded each month & the prize fund doubles 
during Feast Week itself. So what are you waiting for? – tickets cost £5/month 
by standing order or £60 pa. Be in it to win it!  
Contact us on 200club@feastweek.co.uk    
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SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF: 
 

♦ QUALITY CARPETS  ♦ CARPET TILES 
♦ VINYLAYS   ♦ SAFETY FLOORING 
♦ CORK TILES               ♦ LINO 
· FLOOR SCREEDS/ LATEXING 
♦ REPAIR AND RELAYING 
 

Tel: 01480 831886    Mob: 07970 256237 
 

MEASURING, ESTIMATING AND EXPERT ADVICE 
WITHOUT OBLIGATION 

PROMPT, FRIENDLY SERVICE 
HOME SELECTION SERVICE 

FOR ALL CONTRACT & DOMESTIC INSTALLATIONS 
CARPET CLEANING SERVICE 

USING THE HOST DRY EXTRACTION SYSTEM 
Email: www.rdbflooring@lineone.net 

Website: www.rdbflooring.co.uk 

 

John Fabisz 
 

TV & VIDEO MOBILE SERVICE REPAIRS 
 

Call out to St Neots, Huntingdon, St Ives - Daytime/Evening  
 

Loft Digital Aerials & Extensions Fitted, Repair & Tuning, TV Digi-box and VCR’s 
 

Estimates given 
Tel: 01480 495408                                                     Mobile: 07887 887319 

HILTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

Available for Functions 
DAY, EVENING, CONTRACT BOOKINGS. 

 
Single Function Fees 
 

  Before 7.00 pm       £15.00 per hour 
  After    7.00 pm      £20.00 per hour 

 
Contract Bookings 
 

  Before 7.00 pm        £9.00 per hour 
  After    7.00 pm       £13.00 per hour 
 

Letting Officer: Lesley Fordham, 
              7, Tithe Close, Hilton 
 

TELEPHONE NUMBER TO BOOK HALL 
07752 678415 
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HILTON PRODUCE SHOW 

Crown Imperials (Frittilaria Imperialis) 
 
Members of the lily family, these plants are one of the stars of a spring 
garden. They look extraordinary. In height alone, they top their neighbouring 
tulips and narcissi, growing to between 70 and 90cms. They manage to 
stand alone, up straight without any staking, unbowed by any storms 
because of the strength of their stems. The most striking thing about their 
appearance is the flowerhead which forms a ring of pendent blooms, above 
which there rises a green tuft, rather like the crest of a pineapple. 
Their origins are in the mountainous regions of eastern Turkey, Kurdistan 
and Iran. There are stunning photographs of them ‘at home’ on rocky tors 
with towering snow-capped peaks in the distance. The distinctive 
appearance has appealed to artists and writers as well as horticulturists. 
They appear in Dutch flower painting of the 17th Century in those wonderful 
but unlikely assortments such as Ambrosius Bosschaert’s : tulips, irises, 
roses aquilegia and fritillaria in a vase; pretending that roses and tulips 
bloomed at the same time was outmoded by the time of Van Gogh who  
painted a stunning collection of orange hued Crown Imperials in a copper 
vase. The colour of the vase complements the flowers beautifully set against 
a dark background.   
Particular features of the inflorescence have been the stuff of legend. In 
Iranian and Western culture, the flowers droop in respect of a holy man’s 
death and the tear-shaped black marks on the base of each of the six flowers 
(nectaries/sources of nectar) represent the plant weeping for the departed. 

Personally, I mourn when they depart from the 
garden, because they make such a majestic 
addition to a flowerbed. 
One further legend seems to be that they dislike 
heavy clay soils. We are on clay, yet the plants 
thrive, possibly because they also like an alkaline 
base. Some garden manuals recommend planting 
the bulbs on a handful of grit (to remind them of 
home and stop any rot). However, the bulbs thrive 
in Hilton without a stony bed. Although the bulbs 
are expensive (£4.00 on St. Ives market), they 
multiply. I bought four orange ones two years ago 
and they have doubled. 
Gods with clay feet? Despite the striking beauty 
of their appearance and imperial name 
occasioned by the ‘crown of flowers’ , the bulbs 

have an unpleasant smell which is often described as foxy. This however has 
the great benefit of deterring pests. No rabbit, or muntjac deer has attacked 
them and so they give pleasure year on year.          Claire Sarkies 
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