
  

June 2023 

 

One copy delivered free  throughout Fenstanton and Hilton ten 
times per year.  Available online at: 

 

www.hilton-village.com and www.fenstanton-village.co.uk   
 

spectrumparishnews@gmail.com 

 

Thanks to Claire Robinson,Charlotte Jorden and Kim Yeomans 
for the photographs on pages 11 and 54. 

http://www.hilton-village.com/
http://www.fenstanton-village.co.uk/
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If you run a club or are involved in a village activity and think your telephone number would 
be useful on this page, please let us know. Please advise us of any errors or amendments 

needed to any of the above. 

The FINAL deadline for copy is the 14th of the current month. 
Whenever possible, the Editor would prefer copy by email to:  

 

spectrumparishnews@gmail.com or if you haven’t access to email, written 
contributions to: Mickey Pallett, 31 Lancelot Way, Fenstanton, PE28 9LY  

Any material submitted for insertion will be at the discretion of the editors, subject to 
editing, and will be copyright of the publisher.   

mailto:spectrumparishnews@googlemail.com
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Cloe age 5 . Lovely sky as well as butterfly. 

Very well done to Ruby, Laura and Summer for the really 
pretty pictures. 

Good luck this month, keep up the good work! 
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Hilton Methodist Church May 
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Parish of Fen Drayton with Fenstanton 
 Services for JUNE 2023 

   
We look forward to welcoming you! 

There are two churches in our benefice: our Parish Church of St Peter & St 
Paul in Fenstanton and our Chapel of Ease, St Mary’s, Fen Drayton    

 
 

 
 
Contact details for our parish are: 
Rector: Rev Rosie Tallowin: 01480 467393   email: rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com  
Churchwardens: Philip Blunt 01480 461751 and Ian Hucklesby 01480 465211 

Services at St Mary’s, Fen Drayton and St Peter & St Paul, Fenstanton 

  Service 
time and 
location 

Services held in St Peter & St Paul’s Church, 
Fenstanton are live streamed where possible, 
details via https://www.fenchurchbooking.org.uk 

Thur 
weekly 

8.30am 
on Zoom 

8.30am Morning Prayer 
For Morning Prayer Zoom details, please contact 
Rev Rosie 

Sun  
4

th
 

Trinity 
Sunday 

10am 
Fenstanton 

10am Parish Service with Holy Communion, with 
Sunday Club for children 

Sun 
11

th
 

  

9:15am 
Fen Drayton 
10am 
Fenstanton 

9.15am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Fen 
Drayton 
10am Worship For All, Fenstanton 

Sun 
18

th
 

  

10am 
Fenstanton 

10am Parish Holy Communion, with Sunday Club, 
Fenstanton 

  6pm 6pm Choral Evensong, Fenstanton 

Sun 
25

th
 

Patronal 
Service 
  

9.15am 
Fen Drayton 
10am 
Fenstanton 

9.15am Morning Praise at St Mary’s, Fen Drayton 
  
10am Patronal Festival Service with Communion, 
Fenstanton 

mailto:rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com
https://www.fenchurchbooking.org.uk


23 

Community Fund, or to make an application for financial help, please note we 
have a dedicated email address for the fund fdfscommunityfund@gmail.com    
The Community Fund was set up to offer help to anyone with a strong 
association with Fenstanton or Fen Drayton, whether a church member or not. 
Especially in these difficult times we would like to reach out to you if you are in 
need of financial help and are seeking a modest one-off donation of money for 
a specific purpose. All enquiries are treated in the strictest confidence and a 
member of our small committee will be in touch with you with an application 
form and further information.  

mailto:fdfscommunityfund@gmail.com
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Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown 1716-1783: Lord of the manor of Fenstanton 
cum Hilton 1767 – 1783. By John Deeks 
 

Lancelot Brown was arguably Britain’s foremost landscape designer with 
over 200 commissions to his name, many still in evidence today. The 
name ‘Capability’ Brown came about because he was apt to inform 
clients of the ‘capability’ of their land for landscaping and agriculture, 
although no one would have used the word Capability to his face. In this 
essay we are not going to look at Brown, the landscape gardener, but 
Brown the lord of the manor and his daughter. In the summer of 1767, 
the Earl of Northampton sold him the Manor of Fenstanton, at the 
favorable price of £13,000 (about £750,000 today). So, why did Lancelot 
Brown buy the manor of Fenstanton, what was the attraction? 
 
Brown was very good at building advantageous relationships with his 
clients and he was always welcomed to stay in their big houses 
throughout his visits. We have to consider Brown’s self-confessed twenty
-five years’ of happiness at Burghley House, where he spent his time 
working on the estate and the house. Burley House was just the kind of 
great-house community where he was welcomed whether he was 
working there or just passing by!  And he knew that everything that could 
happen would be treated with discretion! In 1756 whilst on one of his 
many visits to Burley House, he fathered a girl child who was named 
Mary Elizabeth. There are no records of the mother of the child, be she a 
servant or one of the family or a house guest. He was in Cambridgeshire 
a great deal and the existence of Mary Elizabeth as a sturdy and 
appealing child in need of a secure future surely becomes a powerful 
reason for his purchase of the Fenstanton estate which has always 
seemed an illogical enterprise considering his countrywide travels.  
 
Fenstanton, conveniently placed between Cambridge and Burghley 
House, was well away from his home at Hampton Court and the London 
gossips. Also it was well away from his wife and children, whom he 
would not have wanted to hurt for the world. And, yes, Fenstanton was 
always his secret; it seems more likely that his wife never visited 
Fenstanton until she was brought here in her coffin.  

Continued over 
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Mary Elizabeth married Peter Cowling junior but there is no record of 
this marriage in the United Kingdom marriage registers. It is possible 
that they married abroad. Mary Elizabeth lived to be 90; she died in 
December 1846. Her husband Peter Cowling died in 1824. Mary 
Elizabeth Cowling was a widow for twenty-one years living with her 
son the Rev. Peter Lancelot Cowling, MA. 
 
Even though Brown owned the manor of Fenstanton cum Hilton he 
did not make his home here, after all, his wife knew nothing of his life 
away from their home. Indeed none of the Brown family ever lived in 
the Manor House. However, it is more than likely that when Brown 
was visiting his estate and enjoyed time with his daughter he would 
have stayed in the manor house! So we can say with some certainty 
that the present owners of the manor house are sleeping where 
Lancelot Brown slept. As Lord of the Manor he was brought here to 
be buried in his churchyard. His funeral took place on Sunday 
February 16th 1783. But where is he buried? No one seems to know 
for sure. Just below the memorial to the Brown family there is a slab 
with the words “Mr Cowling vault door”. It is just possible that the 
Brown and Cowling families shared the same vault in the church. 
The only way that we will know for sure is if the Brown memorial is 
moved for renovation, and we open the vault door and have a look!  
 
Mr Inskip Ladds was the church architect for Fenstanton in or around 
1910 and he was much in tune with local life, the Cowlings’ niece, 
Mary Ann Cowling had only died twenty five or so years before, well 
within living memory and local memory informed him that Mary 
Elizabeth Cowling was Lancelot Brown’s natural daughter. Thus the 
connection between the Cowlings and Browns, who were possibly 
buried together in their vault beneath Fenstanton chancel, is 
explained.  
 
Sometime in the future when the Brown memorial has to be 
renovated, then and only then could the vault door be exposed, 
opened and the contents explored. However, there may be a 
problem with this. In 1939 the parish church applied for permission to 
install a new central heating system which was approved. When 
excavating for the new boiler house a number of coffins were found 
under the church floor. The coffins were in reasonably good order 
but the brass name plates were badly corroded. Permission was 
granted for these to be reburied in the church yard but no one 
thought to make a note of exactly where. It is more than likely that 
these coffins were of Lancelot Brown, his wife Bridget, Peter and 
Mary Elizabeth Cowling  
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Fenstanton Friendship Club 

26th April 
We had a delightful trip on the "Ladybird" boat. Unfortunately, the river was 
under caution which meant we could not go under bridges and therefore 
our plans on going up to Brampton and Godmanchester were scuppered. 
We made it to St Ives and tied up at the Norris Museum. We ordered fish 
and chips from the" Local Fish and Chips" ahead of time and a small 
group of us went to collect them. They were ready on time, piping hot and 
delicious. The weather was a little cloudy but did not spoil our trip. A great 
day out. 
 
10th May 
We held our Coronation tea and had a very enjoyable time, sharing 
memories of Queen Elizabeth's special day. Had a Coronation quiz, which 
was interesting and tested our brains, then a " left right game" always fun. 
In spite of all the celebrations over the weekend we managed to demolish 
an afternoon tea. A special event. 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 
7th June 
Another afternoon to look forward to. Paul and Brian known as “Panache" 
will be our entertainment. 
 
21 June 
Helen Ackroyd from Anglesey Abbey will talk to us about the residents of 
the Abbey over the years. Will be very informative. 
 
We meet in the building of the United Reformed Church in Chequer Street 
Fenstanton PE 28 9JQ every other Wednesday afternoon at 2.00 pm. 
Please come and check us out, you will be very welcome. Although we 
hold our meetings in the church building we are not affiliated to the church. 
Any questions please get in touch with me. 
Marie Newns bubblenewns@gmail.com 
01480 350119 
 

mailto:bubblenewns@gmail.com
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH St Ives 
Church of the Sacred Heart,  

19 Needingworth Rd. 
 

Parish Priest: Rev Thomas J Walton  
Tel 01480 462192,  

 
www.sacredheart-stives.org 

 
Mass Times: Saturday 17.00,  

Sunday 08.00 and 11.00 
 

Papworth Everard, at the Parish 

The Particular Baptist Chapel 
Church Lane, Fenstanton,  

PE28 9JW 
 

There has been a witness to the worship of 
God here over the years since 1643 

Services are on Sundays at 10.30am and 
2.30pm  

and on Thursday evenings at 7.15pm 

We still use the Authorised, King James Bi-
ble, believe in Particular Redemption  

 
 
The church is currently closed but live virtual Sunday service are held each 
week 
These can be found on UTube at The Bridge Church St Ives/Live 
It is also available on Zoom, details on joining can be found on the church 
website 
www.thebridgechurch.co.uk 
 
Come along to our lovely church building for some lively 
worship; hear about God's love for us and how we can 
put it into practice in our lives. 
 
We also meet together in Small Groups during the week, 
where we build friendships and grow together as a family 
in our faith. We hold a monthly church Prayer Meeting, bi-monthly Men’s Breakfast 
Fellowship and also a bi-monthly Woman’s Breakfast Fellowship. We also hold a bi-
monthly Men’s’ Curry Night at a local restaurant.  
 
There is a Youth Group for 11 to 18 year olds which meet on Friday nights in term-time 
between 7 to 9 pm. The Babies and Toddlers Group meet at 9.30am on Thursdays in 
term-time. A Craft Club meets at 2pm on alternate Thursday afternoons. A Woman’s 
Weekly Bible Study group meets each Tuesday at 10am. We would love to welcome you 
to any of these events. 
 
The Separate Children’s church at the Bridge is a fun, exciting and safe place where 
children can learn about God in a meeting especially designed for them. The mornings are 
jam-packed with activities in a contemporary style, relevant to the culture in which today’s 
children are growing up. Why not encourage your children to come along from 10.15 am 
on a Sunday morning.  
 
For further details of the above and other events please see the website or ring the Church 
Office on 01480 498801. www.thebridgechurch.co.uk  

The Bridge Church  

Serving St Ives and the surrounding 
communities. 

http://www.sacredheart-stives.org/
http://www.thebridgechurch.co.uk/
http://www.thebridgechurch.co.uk
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Fenstanton Family Fun and Sports 
Day 

July 1st 2023 

The 2023 Village Sports Day is fast approaching with all the usual races, pro-
duce show, new and traditional stalls, food, drink, and great raffle. The race 
running order will be published on Facebook along with the produce show 
categories. 

We hope you enjoyed the Coronation Picnic and will come along to Sports 
Day, for another great day out with loads going on for all the family.   

If you have trophy from last year, please can you drop it off at Ron’s Farm 
Shop by 18th June. 

If you would like to help with the event please get in touch via 

email: fenstantonvillagesports@outlook.com 

or Facebook -  

 

 

 

mailto:fenstantonvillagesports@outlook.com
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 Fenstanton Bowls Club.   
Spring has arrived and the Bowls Club season is now underway.   
Our teams have made a very good start to the season in their 
league matches and we travelled to Great 
Gransden for our first Friendly game which 
was great fun for all who played. 
Over the weekend of 20

th
 and 21

st
 May we 

held our Open Days and were very pleased to welcome new 
people to our club – more news next month but we would like 
to say a very big thank you to LITTLE PIGGY CAFÉ on the 
High Street who very generously donated a meal voucher and ST.IVES PHOTO 
for a personal choice Canvas Print for our prize draw for all those who attended, 
which also included free first year annual membership of the club.. 
If you were not able to come along that weekend, but would like to find out more, 
or give bowls a try, please come along to our social bowls 
sessions between 10 and 12pm on Thursdays and 
Sundays where you will be given a very warm welcome.  Our 
membership is made up of all ages from 21 to 92! 
Need to find us?  From Fenstanton we are on the ‘other side’ 
of the village (through the underpass) just off West End Road 

or from Hilton just past the right hand turn 
to Fenstanton as you come out of Hilton 
on Hilton Road.   
Please visit our website www.fenstantonbowlsclub.co.uk 
for more details about our club and a map for directions. 
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The summer is a time of riot-
ous profusions of wildflowers. 
Various hues ranging from 
delicate pastels to eye-
catching vivid colours pepper 
the landscape. Here at Fen 
Drayton Lakes, there are lots 
of flourishing places to ob-
serve the spectacle of colour. 
This article will cover a few of 
the better places to go search-

ing and what to look out 
for. 
  

For a brief window of time, the wetland margins on Ferry Lagoon can be a 
vision of purple created by Purple Loosestrife. This is a tall plant that likes to 
grow in damp soil and is a favourite of pollinating insects because the flower 
stem is a collection of many hundreds of smaller flowers offering lots of nec-
tar. Set against fresh green reeds, this colour combination really is some-
thing to be seen in person. 
 
The busway through the reserve creates a connection not just for people but 
for flowers. The banks of the busway were seeded when completed and 
June and July are peak times for the Ox-eye Daisies and Hedge Bedstraw 
which grow here in abundance. Both have white flowers but look out for the 
yellow centres to the daisies. Many other wildflowers also grow here such as 
the yellow Lady’s Bedstraw and lilac Field Scabious. The long continuous 
banks allow seeds to spread over time, helping to maintain the diversity of 
species. 
 
Perhaps the pinnacle of plants at the reserve is the rare sight of a Bee Or-
chid. They seem to pop up in different places every year and are rather 
small, so seeing them in amongst other flowers and grasses is a real botani-
cal challenge. The Bee Orchid is a mimic, whereby the flower impersonates 
a female bee. This lures male bees to fly in and pollinate the flower. Howev-
er, there’s a twist in this story. The specific bee that does this behaviour is 
not present in the UK and the orchid must self-pollinate instead. Nature is 
often more complicated than it first appears! 
 
Why not come to the reserve and take in the seasonal display put on by the 
wildflowers. 
 

Continued over 

An update from 

Fen Drayton Lakes 

Bee Orchid in bloom – Henry Cook 
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Wild Camping 
There is availability at our campsite situated on the shores of Ferry Lagoon 
for groups to stay over this summer. More information can be found on our 
events website. Please contact us at the email address below for more infor-
mation. 
 
Willow Weaving Worskhop 
Using willow harvested from the reserve during our winter habitat manage-
ment work, try your hand at making a willow woven garden obelisk using tra-
ditional skills. You will be able to take your obelisk home with you for growing 
climbing plants in your garden 
 
Wednesday Wander 
Ever thought you’d like to know more about the reserve and its wildlife? Vol-
unteer-led guided walks take place once a month, usually on the second 
Wednesday. 
 
To see further details and book for all these evenets, please visit: 
www.events.rspb.org.uk/fendraytonlakes 
 
Email: fendraytonlakes@rspb.org.uk 
Phone: 01954 233260 

 
 

  
The negative Painting workshop with Pete Sinfield took place on 21st 
April.  A huge thank you to Pete for stepping in at short notice and giving us 
a very enjoyable and informative workshop.  Pete started by showing what is, 
and what is not, negative painting. He demonstrated techniques, explaining 
that it can be a difficult and time consuming process but gives very effective 
results. 
  
We then all got to have a go, with Pete offering individual advice and tuition 
as required. 
I think most of us found it quite challenging, but as always we all rose to the 
challenge to produce some excellent work. 
Thank you to Kaye and Janet for the cakes, to Jill for the malt loaves & 
Jenny for the biscuits. 
  
16

th
 June    9.30am – 12.30pm     EXTREME CONTRASTS: BLACK & 

WHITE, LIGHT & DARK.  Please bring your own pictures/props. 
  
As always, if you are interested in joining us, new members are always 
welcome. 

Hilton Art Club 
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The weekend of His Majesty’s 
Coronation included plenty of 
opportunities to celebrate here in 
Hilton ( let’s not mention the 
weather !) 
 Not content with those wonderful 
times , lady members of Hilton WI 
continued with a Coronation 
themed party  for our May 
meeting. 
We had tables laid as an outdoor 
street party but indoors, bunting, 
red white and blue table 
decorations, in fact everything 
you would expect together 
with  delicious. food. We had a 
royalty themed quiz, music and 
then a short ‘ do you know this 
about your members of the 
committee ? ‘quiz. There was 

even a disconcertingly lifelike model of His Majesty King 
Charles  supervising our table manners. Oh , yes, we  really know how 
to party ! 
 
Next month we are looking forward to a talk by Alan Gray , a retired 
Wimbledon Tennis Umpire from the days when Andre Agassi  was 
playing so we are expecting  to hear about some very interesting 
stories that didn’t hit the headlines . 
Our small trips and outings sub committee is continuing to encourage 
us with a variety of visits to Suffolk , Lavenham, Bletchley Park and 
historic Buckden  Towers  and there is also a wide programme offered 
by the Huntingdon and Peterborough Federation as far ahead as 
November. 
This year we have already  welcomed several new members so if you 
are interested please contact our secretary at the following address :- 
                    hiltonwisecretary@gmail.com 

Hilton WI 

mailto:hiltonwisecretary@gmail.com
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