
  

December/January 2021 

 

One copy delivered free  throughout Fenstanton and Hilton ten 
times per year.  Available online at: 

 

www.hilton-village.com and www.fenstanton-village.co.uk   
 

spectrumparishnews@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Merry Christmas to all 
our readers, our 
distributers, our 
advertisers, our 

printers, and all our 
contributors. Let us look 
forward to a Happy New 

Year. 

http://www.hilton-village.com/
http://www.fenstanton-village.co.uk/
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USEFUL NUMBERS 

Emergency: 
Police 101  
Swavesey Surgery 01954230202 
Fenstanton Surgery 01480461873 
Fenstanton Pharmacy 01480495159 
Out of hours doctor dial 111 
To report:  water leaks  08003167676 
street lights not working  0800253529 

Council: 
Fenstanton Parish Council 01480465300 
Hilton Parish Council 01480830605  
County Councillor 01480830250  
District Councillor (Hilton)  01480388826 
Churches: 
Fenstanton U R C Church 01480352058 
Fenstanton Parish Church 01480465211 
Catholic Church (St Ives) 01480462192 
Hilton Methodist Chapel 01480830686 
Rev Nick Witham 01480462293 
Hilton Parish Church  01480 830866 830413 
Rev David Busk 01480436400 
The Bridge (St Ives) 01480498801 
Int Prayer Palace Church 01480878450 
 Clubs: 
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts 01480831715 
Fenstanton Rainbows, Brownies 
And Guides 07730369565 
GirlguidingGalleyHill@gmail.com  

Hilton Rainbows and Brownies 01480830156 

Hilton WI 01480831186 
Fenstanton Friendship Club 01480350677 
Fenstanton Bowls 07541968125 

Fenstanton Indoor Bowls 01480497202 
Fenstanton Football Club 07711674591 

Fenstanton Youth Football 01480395338 
Fenstanton Glebe Allotments

 janstone4@btinternet.com 

Fenstanton Supple Strength:  07910 600077 
Fenstanton Dance Aerobics:  07910 600077 
Hilton Aerobics 01480832321 
Hilton Art Club 01480831410 
Hilton Flower Club 01480830571 
Hilton Pilates 07733307475 
Fenstanton Pilates 01480465117 
Fenstanton Morris 01480466448 
Scottish Country Dancing  01487822989 
Slimming World 07772868472 
St Ives Art Club 01480466155 
Tai Chi for beginners 01480468701 
Tennis 01954231752 

Community: 
Hilton Feast Week  01480832329 
Fenstanton Village Sports 01480370973 
Fenstanton Post Office 01480462188 
Hilton Town Trust 01480830866 
Hilton Neighbourhood Watch  01480831658 
Fenstanton Church Centre 01954230471 
Hilton Village Hall 07752678415 
St Ives RBL Women’s Section 01480380882 

Education: 
Primary School 01480375055 
Fenstanton Pre-School 01480496156 
Fenst. Baby & Toddler Group 01480830658 
Swavesey VC 01954230366 
Hilton Day Nursery Hilton 01767688715 
Hilton Baby & Toddler Group 07749682229 

If you run a club or are involved in a village activity and think your telephone number would 
be useful on this page, please let us know. Please advise us of any errors or amendments 

needed to any of the above. 

The FINAL deadline for copy is the 14th of the current month. 
Whenever possible, the Editor would prefer copy by email to:  

spectrumparishnews@gmail.com or if you haven’t access to email, written 
contributions to: Mickey Pallett, 31 Lancelot Way, Fenstanton, PE28 9LY 

Any material submitted for insertion will be at the discretion of the editors, subject to 
editing, and will be copyright of the publisher.   

mailto:GirlguidingGalleyHill@gmail.com
mailto:janstone4@btinternet.com
mailto:spectrumparishnews@googlemail.com
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Letters & Notices 

Love-in-a-box 2021 
 
Another great achievement from the village again this year, 141 filled boxes were taken to 
Fen Drayton to join with theirs and a total of 198 were collected and now been taken to 
the warehouse in Eastbourne where they will be sorted into age and gender. 
 
A big thank you to everyone who filled boxes or brought me bags of items ready to put 
into boxes also 
knitted hat and gloves, bags, dressed dollies and toys kept arriving thank you. 
 
A lot of people popped money through the letter box, sometimes just in an envelope with 
no name many thanks to you as well. 
 
The boxes will soon start the long journey to Moldova where children in orphanages, 
hospitals will wait with anticipation to see what they will receive. These are the only 
present they will get this Christmas. 
 
Without your help I would not be able to achieve such 
numbers so once again THANK YOU. 
 
These were given to me for the boxes, 
 
I don`t know the lady who knitted them, but they were 
just perfect size for the children. 
 
Just to say thank you to the lady would be great. 
 
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas, 
 
Jenny Stimpson 

Thank you and Happy Christmas to all advertisers for their continued support and to all 
the people who deliver for us. 
 
We need a volunteer to deliver Huntingdon Road and one side of High Street please. 
 
Just a reminder that as the days are getting shorter could walkers, joggers and cyclists 
remember to wear bright or reflective colours when going along our roads. 
 
We’ll be back next year. Have a good one.  Spectrum Team 

 

Sunday 26th December (Boxing Day) 
Fenstanton Morris Dancers will be dancing at the Clock Tower, Fenstanton 

12-1pm.  

Also see page 29 for Plough Monday information request. 
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Letters & Notices 

HILTON'S POPPY APPEAL COLLECTION FOR NOVEMBER 2021 

Margaret and I would like to offer our very sincere Thanks to everyone who do-
nated, collected or displayed a Poppy Box in Hilton during this year's Poppy 
Appeal. 

You raised an amazing £1,463.48. This money is now banked and will go to-
wards supporting veteran and present Military personnel and their dependants. 

THANK YOU on their behalf. 
Julie and Margaret 
Hilton Joint Poppy Appeal Organisers. 

SPECTRUM TEAM 
Editor: Mickey Pallett  Advertising Secretary: Kay Pulley 
Assistant Editor:   Accounts Secretary: Mickey Pallett 
Any inaccuracies in the content of any article submitted are the responsibility of the person 
submitting the article. 
Spectrum is produced monthly (joint issues for Dec/Jan and July/August), by 
volunteers.  Printing costs are funded through annual advertising revenue, and 
donations from local clubs, individuals & organisations.   
Monetary donations may be sent to Mickey Pallett, 31 Lancelot Way, Fenstanton, 
PE28 9LY (cheques made payable to Spectrum Magazine).  

ADVERTISING 

Space is booked by annual subscription - the year runs from Sept 21 to Aug 22 
Prospective advertisers should apply in writing to our Advertising Editor - Mrs Kay Pulley, 
at: Old Clayfields, Hilton Road, Fenstanton, PE28 9QX. or Tel 495308.  If there is a 
waiting list, priority will be given to local traders.  
Spectrum accepts no responsibility for the standard of goods/services provided and no liability of 

any loss or damage from acceptance of any of advertisers. 
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Hilton Parish Church - December/January 
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Jigsaw Exchange –  

Hilton Parish Church  

 
THE JIGSAW EXCHANGE IS OPEN AGAIN!!   
 
Do you like doing jigsaws?  Do you know we run a jigsaw 
exchange in the parish church in Hilton?  It’s free and easy to get involved …. 
the puzzles are stored in the church which is open during the day, or 
evenings by request.  We have puzzles suitable for all ages and abilities The 
idea is that you just go in and exchange your puzzle(s) or, if you don’t have a 
puzzle to exchange, then just borrow one and bring it back when completed.   
We can even collect & deliver puzzles for anyone with limited mobility and, of 
course, would be happy to receive puzzle donations  
For more information, please contact Rachel Wood (830866) or Jenny Broom 
(830413) 
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HILTON METHODIST CHURCH 
All services are in the church unless indicated that they will be on Zoom. 
Zoom link available from Tel: 830273. 
 
DECEMBER SERVICES: 
 
December 5th at 10am - Mr John Green. 
 
December 12th at 11.15am - GIFT SERVICE with Mr Don Moorman and 
Revd. David 
Busk. 
Monetary donations will be sent to Action For Children and gifts of toys 
will go to Woodland Lodge - a children and young people's respite centre in 
Huntingdon. 
 
December 19th  at 10am. - Revd. Nick Witham. Holy Communion service. 
 

December 24th at 11.30pm. CHRISTMAS EVE MIDNIGHT HOLY 
COMMUNION SERVICE. 
Revd. Nick Witham. 
 
Reluctantly, we have decided that our Carol Service and the Advent lunches 
will not go ahead as planned this year, owing to the Covid situation. 
We want to keep people safe, especially when everyone is looking forward to 
spending Christmas with their families. 
Hopefully by next year, things will have improved and we will be able to 
have our Carol Service again and enjoy charity lunches during Lent to raise 
some much needed money. 
 
CAROLS ROUND THE VILLAGE - Tuesday 14th December- meet at the 
Parish Church 
for 6pm start. 
This year we will be collecting for MISSION POSSIBLE - a charity based in 
Huntingdon, which educates and supports children and families in Africa and 
Eastern Europe. 
Anyone is very welcome to join us to sing or collect donations as we go 
round the village. 
Please make sure you have some cash to hand when we knock on your door! 

All 
donations for this very worthwhile charity will be gratefully received. 
 
JANUARY SERVICES: 
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HILTON METHODIST CHURCH 
 
All services are in the church unless indicated that they will be on Zoom. 
Zoom link available from Tel: 830273. 

 
DECEMBER SERVICES: 
 

December 5th at 10am - Mr John Green. 
 
December 12th at 11.15am - GIFT SERVICE with Mr Don Moorman and Revd. David 

Busk. 
Monetary donations will be sent to Action For Children and gifts of toys 
will go to Woodland Lodge - a children and young people's respite centre in 

Huntingdon. 
 
December 19th  at 10am. - Revd. Nick Witham. Holy Communion service. 

 
December 24th at 11.30pm. CHRISTMAS EVE MIDNIGHT HOLY COMMUNION 
SERVICE. 

Revd. Nick Witham. 
 
Reluctantly, we have decided that our Carol Service and the Advent lunches 

will not go ahead as planned this year, owing to the Covid situation. 
We want to keep people safe, especially when everyone is looking forward to 
spending Christmas with their families. 

Hopefully by next year, things will have improved and we will be able to 
have our Carol Service again and enjoy charity lunches during Lent to raise 
some much needed money. 

 
CAROLS ROUND THE VILLAGE - Tuesday 14th December- meet at the Parish 
Church 

for 6pm start. 
This year we will be collecting for MISSION POSSIBLE - a charity based in 
Huntingdon, which educates and supports children and families in Africa and 

Eastern Europe. 
Anyone is very welcome to join us to sing or collect donations as we go 
round the village. 

Please make sure you have some cash to hand when we knock on your door! All 
donations for this very worthwhile charity will be gratefully received. 

 
JANUARY SERVICES: 
 
January 2nd 
 
January 9th UNITED COVENANT SERVICE at 11.15 with Revd Nick Witham and 
Revd. 
David Busk. Holy Communion. 

 
Continued over 
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HILTON METHODIST CHURCH 
 
All services are in the church unless indicated that they will be on Zoom. 
Zoom link available from Tel: 830273. 

January 16th TBA 
 
January 23rd TBA 

 
January 30th TBA 
 

The other service arrangements in January are yet to be announced. Please 
see the church notice board for details or visit the St. Neots and 
Huntingdon Methodist Church Circuit website. 

 
We wish you all a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful and Healthy New Year. 
 
Linda Stott  
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We are pleased to welcome you to our church 
 
Sunday morning services are at 09.30.  All are welcome. 
 
December 2021 Services – 
 
5

th
   December - Led by the Church Elders 

12
th
 December - Holy Communion - Reverend Dr Catherine Ball 

19
th
 December - Reverend Dr Catherine Ball 

24
th
 December - Reverend Dr Catherine Ball 

 
January/February 2022 Services - 
 
2

nd
 January - Revd Roy Muttram 

9
th
  January - Holy Communion - Revd Dr Catherine Ball 

16
th
 January - Revd Dr Catherine Ball 

23
rd

 January - Led by Keith Cakebread 
30

th
 January - Revd Dr Catherine Ball 

 
6

th
   February - Led by Alison Jiggins  

13
th
 February - Holy Communion - Revd Dr Catherine Ball 

20
th
 February - Revd Dr Catherine Ball 

27
th
 February - Revd Chris Baker 

 
We provide a socially distanced environment, hand 
sanitising, and Track and Trace. 
 
Meditation –  
  
Tuesday 14

th
 December 2021 2.30-4pm 

Tuesday 11
th
 January 2022 2.30-4pm 

Tuesday 8
th
  February 2022 2.30-4pm 

 
 
 
Geoff Hawkins 
Fenstanton URC Secretary 

Fenstanton United Reformed Church -  December/January 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY  

 
December  

7
th  

  21
st
   Knitters and Natters  10-00am -12noon 

28
th
 Coffee Morning 10-00am 11-30am 

 
January  

4
th
    18

th
 Kniitters   and Natters   10-00am -12noon 

11
th
 25

th
 Coffee Morning 10-00am -11-30am 

 
You will be made welcome at any of these events, bring a friend. 

Fenstanton United Reformed Church -  December/Janaury 

FENSTANTON UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
CHEQUER STREET 

BOOK SALE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SATURDAY 

18thDecember, 22nd January   

9-30AM- 12- NOON 

ALSO JIGSAWS ON SALE 
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Parish of Fen Drayton with Fenstanton 
 News and Services for December 2021 & January 2022 

Hello, how are you doing?  
“It’s beginning to look like Christmas ….” a Christmas song written by 

Meredith Wilson in 1951. A hit for Perry Como, The Fontane Sisters with 
Mitchell Ayres & his orchestra. But I remember best, the version sung by 
Bing Crosby, released in October 1951, titled “It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas….” And I remember it not because I was around in 1951, because 
I hadn’t been born then, but because I rather liked Bing Crosby. I especially 
liked the Bob Hope and Bing Crosby films; do you remember the road films? 
“The Road to ...” ones were a favourite with co-star Dorothy Lamar. The 
humour, over-acting and comedic plots were good fun, viewed with a 
childhood innocence. A child knows what is funny and what isn’t. It probably 
won’t surprise you to know that I was, and still am, a great fan of Morecambe 
Wise and The Two Ronnies. Is it just nostalgia, or the simple comedy? I don’t 
know.  

Christmas and getting ready for Christmas, as a child growing up in 
the 1950’s, brings its own nostalgic thoughts and memories. The smell of 
Christmas cake cooking, the fresh pine aroma filling the house with the scent 
of a real tree and mum moaning about clearing up all the dropping needles. 
The year we bought my nearly bald dad a comb and removed most of the 
teeth. My brother and I were in hysterics but my dad not so, when he opened 
it on Christmas morning.  
What are your memories of getting ready for Christmas? What do you miss? 
What do you still do as a family tradition?  The time for the church to get 
ready for Christmas is called Advent and this year Advent begins on Sunday 
28

th
 November. We are holding an Advent Carol Service (with choir) on that 

Sunday, at 5pm in the Parish Church here in Fenstanton. You are very 
welcome to join us.  

Do have a look at the list of services in Spectrum and look out for the 
Christmas card, for more details. This year we are planning services where 
some will require pre-booking of seats so we can manage things well with 
anticipated larger numbers, bearing in mind the pandemic. The Christingle 
and Crib services may well be such services where pre-booking seats will 
help us. You can always take your chance in coming along, and if there is 
space on the day that’s great, but it will really help us if you book beforehand. 
Go to https://www.fenchurchbooking.org.uk Or you can phone Katie on 
01480 465211 

 

https://www.fenchurchbooking.org.uk
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And looking ahead to the New Year, since this is a combined issue to 
cover December and January. 
We don’t know what 2022 will bring but there is still plenty of space in the 
weddings booking diary and the new list of statutory fees for a wedding held in 
2022 will be £480, plus additional fees for wedding banns (£32), with verger/
organist/bells to be agreed. Do get in touch if you are looking to get married in 
the church, we would love to hear from you.  

May we wish you all a blessed Christmas and a new year full of hope.   
 

Please be assured of a warm welcome at either of our churches in the benefice 
but we respectfully ask that you do not attend any services if you are showing 
signs/symptoms of covid19 or any other virus or infection that could be 
transmitted to others. If you are in any doubt, think twice and think of others. 

At the moment, we are asking everyone to be covid responsible, to 
wear a face covering and to sanitise hands. We continue to live-stream our 
Sunday services at the Parish Church, Fenstanton, when we can, but you will 
need to ask for the access codes for Zoom. We welcome all ages to all 
services.  
Do get in touch for up-to-date information, or look on the website 
www.fenstantonparishchurch.org.uk , the facebook page “Fen Drayton with 
Fenstanton Parish Churches”, a church near you www.achurchnearyou.com , 
or email: rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com    

Contact details for our parish are: 
Rector: Rev Rosie Tallowin: 01480 467393   email: ro-
sie.tallowin@btinternet.com  
Churchwardens: Philip Blunt 01480 461751 and Ian Hucklesby 01480 465211 
Please note that all enquiries for weddings (including Banns of Marriage) and 
baptisms should be made in the first instance to our Rector Revd Rosie Tal-
lowin, 01480 467393.  

Why not visit our Facebook page - Fen Drayton with Fenstanton Parish 
Churches. 
Community Fund, or to make an application for financial help, please note we 
have a dedicated email address for the fund fdfscommunityfund@gmail.com    
The Community Fund was set up to offer help to anyone with a strong associa-
tion with either village, whether a church member or not. Especially in our cur-
rent situation with the pandemic, we would like to reach out to you if you are in 

need of financial help and are seeking a modest one-off donation of money for 
a specific purpose. All enquiries are treated in the strictest confidence and a 
member of our small committee will be in touch with you with an application 
form and further information.  

http://www.fenstantonparishchurch.org.uk
http://www.achurchnearyou.com
mailto:rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com
mailto:rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com
mailto:rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com
mailto:fdfscommunityfund@gmail.com
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December 2021 and January 2022 

Please note that this pattern of services, days and times, may be subject to 
change. 

  Parish 
Church 
Open 

Parish Services are usually held 
in St Peter & St Paul’s Church, 
Fenstanton 
Live stream details via https://
www.fenchurchbooking.org.uk 

We have indicated when services 
are held at St Mary’s Church, 
Fen Drayton 

For 
Morning 
Prayer and 
Night 
Prayer 
Zoom 
details 
please 
contact Rev 
Rosie 

Thursday 2nd     8.30am 
Morning 
Prayer 

Sunday 5th 
Advent 2 

9.30am 
onwards 
for a 10am 
service 
  
  
  
  
  
  
Please pre-
book to get 
more 
information 

10am Parish Service, Holy 
Communion 
Live stream may be available via 
Zoom, please request details 
(Sunday Club, for children, meets) 
  
10am Baptism at St Mary’s, Fen 
Drayton 
  
5pm CHRISTINGLE!! 
Parish Church, Fenstanton 

  

Monday 6th     8pm 
Compline 

Thursday 9th     8.30am 
Morning 
Prayer 

Sunday 12th 
Advent 3 
  

9.30am 
onwards 
for a 10am 
service 
  
  
  
8.55am for 
a 9:15am 
service 

10am Worship For All 
“Giving a Gift” Service 
Live stream may be available via 
Zoom, please request details 
  
Please note there is a service of 
Holy Communion at 9.15am at St 
Mary’s Fen Drayton 

  

Continued  next page 

https://www.fenchurchbooking.org.uk
https://www.fenchurchbooking.org.uk
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Continued  next page 

Monday 13th     8pm 
Compline 

Thursday 
16th 

    8.30am 
Morning 
Prayer 

Sunday 19th 
Advent 4 
  

9.30am 
onwards 
for a 10am 
service 
  
  
4.30pm for 
a 5pm 
service 

10am Parish Service, Holy 
Communion 
Live stream may be available via 
Zoom, please request details 
  
5pm CAROL SERVICE (with 
choir) Parish Church, Fenstanton 

  

Monday 20th     8pm 
Compline 

Thursday 
23rd 

    8.30am 
Morning 
Prayer 

Friday 24th 
Christmas 
Eve 
  

3.30am 
onwards 
for a 4pm 
service 
  
  
  
11pm for a 
11.30pm 
service 

4pm CRIB SERVICE!! 
  
6.30pm Carol Service St Mary’s, 
Fen Drayton 
  
11.30pm First Communion of 
Christmas, Parish Church, 
Fenstanton 
Live stream may be available 

  

Saturday 25th 
Christmas 
Day 

9.30am 
onwards 
for a 10am 
service 
  
  
  
8.55am for 
a 9:15am 
service 

10am Family Communion, Parish 
Church, Fenstanton 
Live stream may be available via 
Zoom, please request details 
  
Please note there is a Christmas 
Communion service at 9.15am at St 
Mary’s Fen Drayton 

  

Sunday 26th 
St Stephen’s 
Day 

9.30am 
onwards 
for a 10am 
service 
  

10am Family Communion, Parish 
Church, Fenstanton 
Live stream may be available 
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January 
2022 

Parish 
Church 
Open 

Parish Services are usually held 
in St Peter & St Paul’s Church, 
Fenstanton 
  
We have indicated when services 
are held at St Mary’s Church, 
Fen Drayton 

For 
Morning 
Prayer and 
Night 
Prayer 
Zoom 
details 
please 
contact Rev 
Rosie 

Sunday 2nd 9.30am 
onwards 
for a 10am 
service 
  

10am Family Communion, Parish 
Church, Fenstanton 
Live Steam may be available 

  

Thursday 6th     8.30am 
Morning 
Prayer 

Sunday 9th 9.30am 
onwards 
for a 10am 
service 
  
  
8.55am for 
a 9:15am 
service 

10am Worship For All Service 
Live stream may be available via 
Zoom, please request details 
  
Please note there is a service of 
Holy Communion at 9.15am at St 
Mary’s Fen Drayton 

  

Monday 10th     7.30pm 
Prayer 
Group 
followed by 
8pm 
Compline 

Thursday 
13th 

    8.30am 
Morning 
Prayer 

Sunday 16th 9.30am 
onwards 
for a 10am 
service 
  
  

10am Parish Service, Holy 
Communion 
Live stream may be available via 
Zoom, please request details 
(Sunday Club, for children, meets) 

  

Monday 17th     8pm 
Compline 

Thursday 
20th 

    8.30am 
Morning 
Prayer 

Sunday 23rd No service 
at the 
Parish 
Church 

9.30am at the United Reformed 
Church, a joint service for the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

  

Continued  next page 
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Monday 24th     8pm 
Compline 

Thursday 
27th 

    8.30am 
Morning 
Prayer 

Sunday 30th 9.30am 
onwards 
for a 10am 
service 
  

10am Candlemas Parish Service, 
with Holy Communion 
Live stream may be available via 
Zoom, please request details 

  

Monday 31st     8pm 
Compline 
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Fenstanton Community Café  

 
 
 
 
 

“face2face” Monthly Community Café  
 

Wow!! The café doors opened again last month and we were relieved to see 
people, some returning again and some new faces. It was lovely to welcome 
people and our thanks, once again, to all those who enable the café to meet 
“face2face”. The cakes are a joy to behold, and we find ourselves wondering 
which cake will be chosen from the enticing array. And will there be any left for 
us…….it is interesting to see which cakes go first, it has been different choices 
for our first two cafés. I wonder what will go first for our December café?  
 
For the November café we asked everyone to wear a mask until seated and 
we will ask this again for December, while the local case numbers for covid 
remain high. But for December we WILL also be asking you to wear your 
Christmas jumper, if you have one, or a Christmassy hat/socks or whatever. 
The café will meet on Tuesday 7th December, 2pm to 3pm in the Church 
Centre and will have a Christmassy theme. Our seating at tables allows for 
plenty of space between tables. Any drink with cake (or biscuit) is £1. 
 
The next “face2face” will be Tuesday January 4th2022, 2-3pm, Church Centre.  
Dates for the whole of 2022 have been booked, for the first Tuesday afternoon 
of each month. We hope to see you soon!! 

Weekly Virtual Community Café  
 

Can’t come along to the face2face café? Then 
why not try our virtual community café? 
Wednesday afternoons, on Zoom, from 2-
3.30pm except for the first Wednesday of the 
month. There will not be a virtual café that 
week. Do get in touch for the Zoom details, we 
would love to see you, although saying that, 

you can join us without visual providing we know beforehand.  
Fenstanton Community face2face Café: Church Centre, first Tuesday 
afternoon of each month, 2-3pm.  
Fenstanton Community Virtual Café: on Zoom, Wednesday’s weekly except 
for the first Wednesday of the month, 2-3.30pm. All welcome.  Please message 
Rev Rosie for meeting ID and passcode.  
 
We have a facebook page “Fenstanton Community Café”, a WhatsApp group 

and Instagram page. 
 

For more information about Fenstanton Community Café, please contact:  
Rev Rosie. 01480 467393   email: rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com 

mailto:rosie.tallowin@btinternet.com
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH St Ives 
Church of the Sacred Heart,  

19 Needingworth Rd. 
 

Parish Priest: Rev Thomas J Walton  
Tel 01480 462192,  

 
www.sacredheart-stives.org 

 
Mass Times: Saturday 17.00,  

Sunday 08.00 and 11.00 
 

Papworth Everard, at the Parish 
Church,  

Saturday Mass 18.00  

The Particular Baptist Chapel 
Church Lane, Fenstanton,  

PE28 9JW 
 

There has been a witness to the worship of 
God here over the years since 1643 

Services are on Sundays at 10.30am and 
2.30pm  

and on Thursday evenings at 7.15pm 

We still use the Authorised, King James 
Bible, believe in Particular Redemption  

and the traditional manner of worship. 

All are welcome 

Pastor:  BE Izzard (01480 830142) 

 
 

 
The Sunday service is at 10.30am in our lovely church building at No,2, Burrel 
Road, St Ives, PE27 6RR: Come for some lively worship; hear about God's love 
for us and how we can put it into practice in our 
lives. We also meet together in small groups during 
the week, where we build friendships and grow 
together as a family in our faith.  
 
We hold a monthly church prayer meeting plus a 
men and a women’s breakfast fellowship. There is a 
youth group for 11- to 18-year-olds which meet on 
Friday nights in term-time between 7 and 9 pm.  
 
The Babies and Toddlers group meets at 9.30am on Tuesdays in term-time. A 
Craft Club meets at 2pm on alternate Thursday afternoons. A women’s weekly 
Bible study group meets on Tuesday morning at 10am. We also have the Bridge 
Drop-In on a Friday morning from 10.30, specifically designed for people on their 
own. We would love to welcome you to any of these events. For further details of 
times and places please see the website or ring the Church Office. 
 
Now the Children's Church at the Bridge! It's a fun, exciting and safe place where 
children can learn about God in a meeting especially designed for them. The 
mornings are jam-packed with activities in a contemporary "magazine" style, 
relevant to the culture in which our children are growing up. Why not encourage 
your children to come along from 10:30 on a Sunday morning? 

The Bridge Church 
(Part of the Newfrontiers family of Evangelical Churches) 

Serving St Ives and the surrounding communities 
www.thebridgechurch.co.uk 

01480 498801  

http://www.sacredheart-stives.org/
http://www.thebridgechurch.co.uk
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NEWS RELEASE 

Overlooked Winter Wildlife 
 

The Huntingdonshire Local Group of the Wildlife Trust invites you to a fascinating talk 
on the more unusual aspects of wildlife that we may sometimes overlook.  This 
illustrated talk will be hosted via Zoom on Wednesday 8th December at 7.30pm and 
given by Brian Eversham, who is the Chief Executive of the Wildlife Trust for 
Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire.  Brian has held this position 
since 2009 and prior to this was Conservation Director of the Trust during which time 
he was involved with the launch of the Living Landscapes projects at The Great Fen 
and Nene Valley. 
Brian’s interests and knowledge are extensive, including birds, botany, lichens, insects 
and molluscs.   Tonight, Brian will introduce us to the small but fascinating world of 
insects, fungi and lichens that are best in winter.  Brian will explore the complex 
interactions between species and show us how a typical nature reserve might support 
between 3,000 and 5,000 species. 
Anyone who is interested is very welcome to attend.  Please book by emailing Pat 
(jp.doody@ntlworld.com).  He will then send you a link to join before the meeting is 
due to start. 
Part pfthe Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire.  
Registered Charity No: 1000412 

Fenstanton Molly 
dancing from 1980s 
 
Old Hunts Molly and the Plough 
Monday procession around 
Fenstanton started in the early 
1980s and carried on for many 
years. I have recently given the 
dance notation for archiving to the 
East Anglian Traditional Music 
Trust, and I am hoping to 
accompany this with an article 
about the event itself. Most of us 
were too busy dancing and playing 

to take many pictures so I would be very interested to receive copies of any 
photos or memories that you may have about the event. Were you a dancer or did 
you just come along to watch? 
Contact me on email: penny.melodeon@gmail.com in the first instance. I look 
forward to hearing from you. 

mailto:jp.doody@ntlworld.com
mailto:penny.melodeon@gmail.com
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Fenstanton and a Victorian Christmas: 
This essay first appeared in the Spectrum Christmas 2019 

We have to be careful when talking about the Victorian period as 
this covered the 63 years that Queen Victoria reigned. The final 
years of her reign bore no resemblance to the early years. England 
and her people had changed from an agrarian society to one that 
had embraced the new industrial age. It would be true to say that 
people’s idea of Christmas and their financial means to pay for it 
would have changed dramatically over those 63 years.  
 
From the 17th century, the Puritan church disapproved of this pagan winter festival and so 
it fell out of favour. Christmas became of only minor interest. The big winter holiday was 
Twelfth Night, the Feast of Epiphany, on 6th January. It wasn’t until the early 19th century 
that Christmas began to regain its popularity with the general public. It's hard to imagine 
now, but at the beginning of the 19th century Christmas was hardly celebrated. Many 
businesses did not even consider it a holiday. However by the end of the century it had 
become the biggest annual celebration and took on the form that we recognise today.  
 

Whilst preparing this essay I researched to see what information 
there was available on a Victorian Christmas. Almost all the 
available material is middle class and based on Dicken’s ideas of 
Christmas. What I wanted to write about was a working family’s 
Christmas especially an agricultural worker’s Christmas. Most of 
the things that we believe make up a 'traditional' English 
Christmas were actually invented or imported into England from 
other countries in the Victorian era. That includes Christmas 

trees, Christmas cards, Christmas crackers, paper decorations and, of course, Father 
Christmas or Santa Claus with his white beard and red costume.  
 
While Charles Dickens did not invent the Victorian Christmas, his book A Christmas 
Carol is credited with helping to popularise and spread the traditions of the festival. Its 
themes of family, charity, goodwill, peace and happiness encapsulate the spirit of the late 
Victorian Christmas and are very much a part of the Christmas we celebrate today. The 
problem is that, during Dickens’s lifetime, most of these traditions were barely traditions at 
all. The ‘traditional’ British Christmas we know today is not found in the mists of history, but 
is entirely a product of industrialisation. 
 
In a story written in 1837, Dickens ticked off the essentials; the day was about family, 
about mistletoe and holly, church-going and charity, also food, turkey, plum pudding and 
mince pies. Yet so many things we take for granted were not yet part of the holiday. He did 
not mention trees, carols, cards, stockings, crackers. There was no Father Christmas, nor 
were there presents, apart from those given to the servants, and tokens to the children.  
 
We know that seasonal carols were sung as early as the 13th century, but carols had 
faded away with the Puritan rejection of Christmas. When they were revived, they were 
generally about feasting, not religion. Two of the few religious carols that postdate the 
Puritans were ‘While Shepherds watched their Flocks’ (1698) and ‘Hark the 
Herald’ (1782).  
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The mistletoe, holly and ivy were considered magical plants because of their winter 
berries. Mistletoe, with its pagan origin, was not allowed inside churches. The English 
custom of kissing under the mistletoe had the restriction that there could only be as many 
kisses as berries. Every time a couple kissed beneath the mistletoe, a berry was to be 
removed from the sprig. Holly was used as a decoration but also to decorate the Christmas 
pudding. The red "male" berry was meant to protect the household from witchcraft and 
could only be brought into the home by a male. The "female" ivy, with its leaves that 
remained green throughout the winter, was a symbol of immortality. 
 
So it is now Christmas day in late Victorian Fenstanton. What do we see in the homes of 
the average farm servant or as they are more commonly known, the agricultural labourer?  
For those who had a faith, Christmas Day was celebrated with a special Mass in the parish 
church and heralded by the peal of Church bells. The traditional Christmas Church service 
consisted of carol-singing and scripture readings. Then home to whatever Christmas meal 
they could afford.  
 
Even in the humblest farm labourer’s household, Christmas dinner was a very special 
occasion, perhaps with a fowl of some sort, apple sauce and mashed potatoes followed by 
Christmas pudding. As few agricultural workers cottages had an oven, it was common for a 
poor family to carry their Christmas dinners to the baker's shops to be cooked. Dickens 
mentions this custom in one of his books. I know that my maternal grandparents did this in 
London on Sundays and on Christmas day, at the start of the 20th century.  
 
For the very, very poor, local charities would provide a simple meal, there would be plum 
porridge, a beef broth thickened with bread and flavoured with dried fruit, wine and spices.  
A farm servant with a large family could barely feed themselves throughout the year and 
there would not have been an opportunity to save money for a Christmas feast. 
Unfortunately all our village Victorian ancestors died out many years ago and their children 
have also passed on. I have spoken with some of the grandchildren and asked for their 
grandparent’s stories but there are very few memories to share.  
 
One story gives us a flavour of a working man’s Christmas meal at that time. “Our Dad, 
was born in 1908, he was the eighth of ten children born in a small farm in Fenstanton.  He 
always said they had rabbit for Christmas dinner with vegetables and bread pudding.  The 
bread pudding had holly on the top!  They put their socks out Christmas night and enjoyed 
the nuts and apples and a sweet wrapped in paper in them in the morning, he remembered 
the girls having ribbon in their stockings.  From what he said, Christmas Day lasted for 
three days with people visiting and being visited, I get the impression families were out in 
the street more.  There were lots of games and sing songs with a fair amount of drinking 
for the menfolk. He seemed to enjoy Christmas although it was very different to what we 
enjoy today”. 
 
From other comments that I have received it would appear the above story was not at all 
unusual. One person said to me that all the time they were growing up and all the stories 
they were told, their parent’s Christmas was never mentioned. It would indicate that 
Christmas did not rate very high with working people. My own mother (born 1915) said that 
their family never had any Christmas presents or special meals; they were just too poor to 
pay for them.  
 
After Christmas dinner, most families would settle down around their fire hearth, enjoying 
together some fruit and chestnuts roasted on the fire. In more prosperous families, 
Christmas dinner usually ended with gift-giving and pulling of Christmas Crackers (an 
invention in 1847 by the Londoner Tom Smith). The day would be rounded off with music, 
carol-singing and parlour games such as Forfeits and Blind Man's Bluff. 
December 2021 
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Visitors and new members are always welcome . We meet at Hilton Village 
Hall every 2nd Monday at 7.30 pm. 
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On 24th October we had a delightfully uplifting afternoon of music and wit 
from Brian and Paul  known as "Panache". They certainly made us tap our 

toes and sing along, leaving us with a smile on our faces. 
 
10th November we discovered the mysteries of the the Monkey 
Puzzle tree. A very good talk by David Gedye and very 
informative about the history of the tree and other plants from 
South America. David's book was popular with some members 

buying a copy and was beautifully written and presented. Proceeds going 
to conservation of trees. 
   
24th November we anticipate a delicious carvery at Hartford Mill.  
 
UPCOMING EVENTS  
 
8th December.  We look forward to hearing from Josie 
Charter about her work and her recent visit to Malawi. 
 
22nd December. Christmas tea party  
A celebration to end 2021and look forward to 2022 with 
anticipation.. 
 
12th January. We are going to the pantomime at Burgess Hall,  oh no 
you're not, oh yes we are, to see Cinderella.  We can all be children again 
and not be judged!!!! 
 
19th January TBA 
 
Hopefully I will be able to re- book all the wonderful speaker's 
that unfortunately had to be cancelled due to Covid.  
Please come along and check us out, I'm sure that you will 
enjoy the company.  
 
Marie Newns 01480 350677  

FENSTANTON FRIENDSHIP CLUB  
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HILTON FLOWER CLUB 
 
Dear Flower club ladies, it was lovely to open up our club again in September and 
try to get back in the swing of things again. We had a really good time with all the 
demonstrators that we had for September, October and November meetings, they 
cheered us all up with their inspiring arrangements. 
We will see you at our workshop on DECEMBER 6th, those of you who are not taking 
part in the workshop 
please come along because it will be our end of year party, and we will be having 
cake and drink. 
FEBRUARY 7th will be our first meeting of the new year. 
Beverley and June will be your demonstrators, so look forward to seeing you all. 
 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS & A HEALTHY NEW YEAR 
Beverley & June 

 
 

HILTON ART CLUB 

The October session:  Portraiture, was very enjoyable and there were some 
excellent portraits – very impressive! It was wonderful to see the original pictures too, 
from old black and white photos to more up-to-date ones of grandchildren, from 
fictional characters to magazine covers. Imaginative, emotional and creative. 
Fabulous!  Many thanks to Kate and Janet for the mouth-wateringly delicious cakes 
and to Andrea for bringing the milk. Thank you also to everyone for tidying up and to 
Andrea for locking up at the end.  Pictures are on our Facebook page. 
  
10

th
 Dec         1pm                                  XMAS LUNCH (booking essential)  at the 

          George & Dragon, Elsworth 
  
21

st
 Jan          9.30am – 12.30pm         DOWN ON THE FARM: buildings,   

         animals, produce & machinery 
                                                     
Please bring your own pictures/props 
  
  
Many thanks 
Gina 
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AVAILABLE FOR HIRE - NOW 
WITH Wi-Fi

Fenstanton 
 Church Centre 

Fenstanton Church Centre provides the ideal 
venue with Wi-Fi for 

Family Celebrations, Community 
groups & class

 

es, Meetings…
For further information go to- 

www.fenstantonchurchcentre.org.uk 
Or email: churchcentre@outlook.com  
Or contact: Mrs P Hucklesby: 01954 230471 

  Prices include heating. Commercial use 
welcomed, please contact for further details. 

Fen Drayton Tots 
Fen Drayton Tots 
Friendly parent led group for carers and children upto school age. 
Large range of toys with indoor and outdoor space for play with a range of activities. 
First Monday of every month Parafunalia attends for a story and music session. 
Session is £4, Mondays 10am -12 at Fen Drayton Village Hall excluding school 
holidays. 
Fresh tea/coffee/squash and snacks. 
Contact Fendraytontots@gmail.com for further info or find us on Facebook.  Booking 
advisable 
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400 Trees Planted for Jubilee 

Over 400 trees have been planted at Coton 
Countryside Reserve to help the planet and 
celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee. Twenty 
volunteers had fun planting the trees on 
Saturday 13 November, which took them two 
hours. 
The new woodland is being created by local independent charity Cambridge 
Past, Present & Future and was led by James Allsop, Senior Warden “The 
area where we have planted the trees was once farmland. When the trees 
grow up, they will create a new area of woodland that will provide wildlife 
habitat, reduce air pollution and store carbon. The trees will also form part of 

the Queen’s Green Canopy Project to celebrate 
Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022. We are 
really grateful to the volunteers who did a 
fantastic job.” 

Cambridge Past, Present & Future will be 
planting a further 4,000 trees this winter as part 
of its effort to tackle climate change and 
biodiversity loss. 
Volunteers are 

needed to help plant the trees and tree 
planting events are being organised 
throughout the winter at Coton Countryside 
Reserve and Wandlebury Country Park. 
Tools, instructions and trees are provided. 
The next tree planting is on Sat 11 Dec near 
Coton village, details can be found on the 
events page at www.cambridgeppf.org 

For further information about the tree planting event on 11 Dec 
https://www.cambridgeppf.org/Event/plant-a-tree-for-free  

For further information about Cambridge Past, Present & Future 
https://www.cambridgeppf.org/  

Cambridge Past, Present & Future is Cambridge’s independent charity that cares for 
and protects green spaces and heritage. 
Please support our work by becoming a member, making 
a donation or volunteering your time. 

Sign up for the latest news and events and follow us 
on Facebook Instagram and Twitter 

https://www.cambridgeppf.org/Event/plant-a-tree-for-free
https://www.cambridgeppf.org/
https://www.cambridgeppf.org/Appeal/membership
https://www.cambridgeppf.org/donate/donate-now/5/credit-card
https://www.cambridgeppf.org/Pages/Category/volunteer
https://cambridgeppf.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e537165317aa3c7dd85ef2b8b&id=f083e67fc1
https://www.facebook.com/CambridgePPF
https://www.instagram.com/wandleburywarden/
https://twitter.com/CambridgePPF
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Hello from Dogs Trust! 

Your local Dogs Trust branch at Snetterton would like to briefly make you 
aware of a few services that we provide free of charge: 

The first, our Canine Care Card scheme, is a free service for dog-owners 
whereby, in the event of their death or illness, we will look after their dog, 
providing them with all the care they need until we can find a responsible, 
loving new home for them. This is often a great concern to the elderly, as 
their dog may be their only friend and companion – Dogs Trust can give 

them peace of mind, 
knowing that their 
canine companions 
future is safe, should 
the worst happen to 
them. Every year, we 
care for more than 
14,000 dogs at our 
nationwide network of 
rehoming centres and 
we never put down a 
healthy dog 

Secondly I wanted to 
make you aware that 
we provide free talks to 
local community 
groups. I cover the 
whole of the East 
Anglia region, to talk 
about the varied work 
of Dogs Trust, where 
we come from and 
where we hope to be 
in the future. There are 
no speaker fees or 
travelling expenses so 
please let me know if 
you believe that your 
local club would be 
interested. 

If anyone has any further queries, or would be interested in booking in a talk, 
please contact me by emailing emily.matthews@dogstrust.org.uk or phone 
01953 497912.“ 

mailto:emily.matthews@dogstrust.org.uk
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Hilton Parish Council
Report from the Meeting of the Council dated Monday 1st November  
20/00164/OUT – Planning Permission for 16 houses on Church End, land west of 
Wychwood 
This planning application was discussed again at the Huntingdonshire District Council 
Development Management Committee meeting on Monday 18th October and outline 
planning permission was granted. The Clerk will organise a meeting with County 
Councillor Doug Dew and Councillor Peter Balicki to discuss this application and advise 
on any actions that the Parish Council could take.  

Green Open Spaces 
Cllr Ian Stott advised the Council that the first draft of the Tree Register is now 
complete and that the Maintenance Contract has been advertised. 

Dredging of Ponds 
The Council has asked the Clerk to obtain quotes for dredging both the ponds in 
Graveley Way and the Park Farm Pond and also Reeve Ditch. There is a Community 
Flood Group grant scheme to which the Council has asked the Clerk to apply for 
funding. 

Path between Church Lane and the Church 
The Council discussed various options for resurfacing this path. The Clerk will obtain 
quotes for gravel, resin-bound gravel and self-binding gravel. 

Bench near the Wilderness bridge 
Hilton Wildlife and Conservation Group has generously offered the Parish Council a 
donation to replace this bench, which has been missing for several years. Hilton Parish 
Council have approved the design of a teak bench and authorised the Clerk to 
purchase it. 

Volunteer Work in the Village 
Upcoming volunteer work will include planting the trees in 
the Jubilee Copse, planting two memorial trees, the easier 
tree work from the inspection and an ivy cut. The Parish 
Council agreed the location of the two memorial trees. 

Annual Tree Work 
Following the annual tree inspection, the Council discussed the tree report and 

authorised the annual tree work, at a cost of £2800. 

Water run-off pipe for Manor Farm 
Hilton Parish Council has authorised the replacement of this water pipe, which 
will involve excavating a shallow trench across the Green. This will be done at 
the cost of the property owner and the turf will be lifted and then replaced to 
minimise the damage to the Green. 
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Stop the Arc Group 
The Council discussed the correspondence from the Stop the Arc Group with regards 
to the proposed Oxford to Cambridge Arc project. They resolved to invite both the 
Stop the Arc Group and the organisers of the Ox-Cam Arc project to an open meeting 
to discuss the issue. 

Jubilee Event including Beacon lighting 
The Parish Council resolved that it would like to run an event on Thursday 2nd June to 
coincide with the National Beacon Lighting. It appointed a working group of Cllr S. 
Walker, Cllr K. Dunk, Cllr S. Suckling and Cllr R. Collard to look into and plan this 
event. 

Feast Week 
Hilton Parish Council granted permission to the Hilton Feast Week Committee to hold 
Feast Week from Sunday 24

th
 July to Saturday 30

th
 July 2022. 

Summer Ball 
Hilton Parish Council granted permission to the Hilton Summer Ball Committee to 
hold the Summer Ball on Friday 22nd July 2022. 

Events on Parish Council Land 
Hilton Parish Council reminded all community groups that they must seek the Parish 
Council’s permission in writing to hold an event on the Green, which is owned by the 
Parish Council. Consideration should be given to the schedule of Parish Council 
meetings and sufficiently notice given to allow the Parish Council to discuss the 
request and decide upon permission.  

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 6
th
 December 2021 in Hilton 

Village Hall. Agendas will be issued in advance on the village notice boards and the 
Council’s website www.hiltonparishcouncil.com. Parishioners are welcome to speak 
at council meetings on agenda items. 

Post-Meeting Note 
The Fireworks & Bonfire Night was a very well-attended successful 
event. The income was £2319.68, and thanks must go to the 
volunteers that ran the event, the Fireworks Committee for their 
excellent display and the Feast Week Committee for the 
refreshments and toys. 

Hilton Parish Council is looking forwards to the Christmas lights on the Pavilion and 
would like to wish all parishioners a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

http://www.hiltonparishcouncil.com
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 Tulips from Amsterdam…?  

Famously Holland grows, exhibits and exports many tulips but the 
countries of origin are much further east. Wild tulips are found in eastern 
Turkey, the Crimea and Central Asia. They like well-drained soil and sun 
which is why gardeners in the UK plant them with plenty of grit in the 
compost. Planted in pots in the darkening days of November we look 
forward to the eye-catching flowers opening in the spring. Come to Hilton’s 
Community Garden and see them from April to May. 

On the plate below there are two 
tulips, not in natural colours but 
in the characteristic blue and red  
of Iznic pottery from Turkey 
examples of which you can find 
in the Fitzwilliam Museum in 
Cambridge. What is striking 
about the tulips on the plate is 
the shape of the petals as they 
two come to a point. These 
‘dagger shape’ tulips, some 
even more eccentric and 
elongated, are illustrated in 
books on tulips from the two 
centuries of Ottoman rule 15C-
17C The Sultans of this era 
prized tulip bulbs, employed collectors to find rare plants and devoted 
whole gardens to them. Artists from the town of Iznic in Anatolia also 
incorporated them into designs on the beautiful tiles from the can be seen 
in many Islamic palaces and places of worship. 

The Fitzwilliam also has a notable collection of seventeenth century flower 
paintings from the Netherlands. The vases of flowers are painted with great 
attention to detail. Artists often chose a dark background to make the 
lustrous colours of the flowers stand out in contrast. In the painting below 
by Jan Bruegel the tulips are much more recognisable than their Turkish 
relatives having rounded petals and vertical stripes familiar to 
contemporary growers. The flowers gathered together in the vase would 
not all flower at the same time. The point is to display their beauty and 
rarity. For Dutch merchants in the 17C became so wealthy from trade they 
could indulge themselves in acquiring exotic possessions including plants. 
However, the butterfly searching for nectar and the wilted flowers beneath 
the vase are reminders of the transience of life, beauty, power and glory. 

Continued over 
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With hindsight we could also see these references to short flowering 
seasons and seasons of success as applicable to the commercial 
world, especially to the mad Tulipomania which gripped Holland in the 
early 17thC. It was almost the equivalent of the present day ‘bit coin’ 
fever. Prices fluctuated and fortunes were made and lost in dramatic 
fashion. When the average income was 150 florins a single bulb of 
the sought-after tulip called ‘Semper Augustus’ sold for 1,000 florins. 
The most prized specimen tulips had ‘breaks’ in the petals which 
appeared as mottled, striped or veined in different colours. How these 
marks were made was not understood at the time, but they gave the 
flower its significance, each line looking as if painted on by a fine 
brush. However, the bulbs did not come ‘true’ in successive 
generations. In gardens of the period fruit trees pruned in ornamental 
fashion were planted with flowers. It is now known that a virus 
introduced to tulips by a fruit-fly interrupted the full development of 
‘laid-on’ colour (anthocyanin) leaving the underlying colour of white or 
yellow to show through. Vast sums of money were spent in the hope 
of achieving flowers with these exotic marks only to find they had 
reverted to a single colour. Thus, Tulipomania ended catastrophically 
for some buyers. Further sums of money were spent on lawsuits to 
recoup the losses! 
Today we can choose from a wide variety of plants whether lily 
flowered, parrot flowered, dwarf or tall. The ones which flower reliably 
every year are the Darwin Hybrids. Others are not so keen to re-
appear. But short or long-lived they are a feast for the eye in art and 
in life. 
Claire Sarkies    

Jan Bruegel Vase of Flowers    
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